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INTRODUCTION. 


F Wauld not have my readers imagine, that a con- 
junction of matters, apparently ſo. unconneRed, war 
originally deſigned ; yet the fundamental principle pro- 
poſed is alike applicable to each ſubjef. ' Although. this 
nation may beaft of unrivalled perfection in the mandge- 
ment of. many public concerns, yet a flrifter uniformity 
Ko regularity are wanted in others. This may, in 
fene caſes, ariſe from a ſuſfcient provifun, s having. 
been made to ſupport the neceſſary expenſe ; and yet, even 
in charities, it has been experienced, that ſuch needful 
 cofts have always been repaid by additional benefadions. 
Unleſs Tam greatly deceived, a cogſiderable reformation is 
capable. of being effetted in each of the ſubſequent topics, 
and the benefits to. Be derived. are highly worthy of 
poli attention. I am far from, wi Hing to be under- 
| flood, that what is ſubjoined will include a penfect Sy 
tem of ſuch important baſingſs; but it ſeemed probable, 
that the reſult of an extenſive inquiry, impartially ; re- 
lated, might give an inſight into the preſent ſtate of | 
theſe Nential concerns, and promote further i inve efigations 
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nt INTRODUCTION. ' 


and diſcoveries. It may not be amiſs to obſerve, that in - 


a variety of methods almoſt every thing required in each» 


reſpective department has occurred, and therefore a 


model might. be neatly. formed from "what: is already in 
uſe. The accompliſhment of ſuch an event would tend 


to ſecure property of great magnitude to its peculiar 
owners; would diminiſh publie demands; and confider- 


ably augment the revenue. Thoſe who. would" profit by 


* regulation,” would be perfons who have. previouſly 


been" injured. - I forbear to cenſlire any particular place; 


and thus publicly acknowledge my numerous obligations 
15 thoſe gentlemen, without whoſe friendly offiftance my 
inquiries could nos have been proſecuted; At leaff two 


out * ree — were ar unlikely to. 


. was feſt ed ere foo a tr den 
eee N oe Fu En; 


The „ per parih e de in an exa- 


mination of fuch records for medical purpoſes; and it 
Nn to me, that the neceſſary information muff be in- 


rained. The more 1 examined theſe memorials, the more 


1 T'avas impreſſed with their importance, and the” 


necg wy. 1 n 3 and 17 "have Lac found my 
+ ſentiments 
; ; 


ſroe ung ſome c GENERAL regulation: could be ob=. 


/ 
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IN TRODVCTTON. | vil 


 ſentinients confirmed by an"inflrufive chapter upon theſe 
"retords, publiſhed by the preſent Biſhop of Durhum,"* in 

-which he ſays, To the care and fidelity uf the Pare- 
-chial Clergy the State has committed the niftody'of Bap- 
viſmul, Marriages: un Burial Regiſters.” "AnY Bis 
Lordſhip adds, « Real and extenſive benefits would, in 


vy egg judgment reſult from the imtrouuction fu 


om ARES 8 nee, me 


When oharitable es are commencing. kane | 


ze indeftrioufly cheriſhed; and when advanced ant formed, 
thoſe aubo may be oppreſſed by abaſes, ſoould be, withequal 
Md, es are * an Wa . 
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23. lui, 3 1 5 ud fate of ta page ans 


parechial rates, cannet, on the moſt ſuperficial i inquiry, fail 
to produce diſcontent and diſſatisfaFtion.——The preſent 
fate of them may anſwer a deſcription in Horace—& Ut 


nec pes, nec caput uni reddatur formz.” What ic 


ſomewhat extraordinary, Paris rates, which ſhould be 
apparently leſs complicated, are much more irregularly 


managed than taxes. May not the ſuperior method of 

one compared with the other be > Sha to greater uni- 
N | En $i, | formity, 
. Letter to the Clergy of the dene of * b. 3 5 
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=_ INTRODUCTION. 


wealth is umi venſally ęſteemed; i its, augmentation de- 
pends upon uniformity ; ; what arguments need be 8 
advanced to recommend, h has been ex 
 proflicable ?- If beneficial de het Jo obtained, it 

ir "bf little importance by whom they "ave" ſolicited." J 
FElecting, bridging, and arranging the materials, ide 
moſt " ſcrupulous impartiality has been” obſer 4j * "and 
/ ſpould 0 thing here ſuggeſted tend to eftabl; ſb a volun- 

formation,” my oy bao would Waris * 
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— alleivance frequivitly made to colleBters? 
. 4" merchant my acquaintance aſured me, that he 
_ aſcribed much of his ſucceſs, in acquiring an immenſe for- 
tune, to a determinate regularity in all Bir tranſafticns.; 
and a fimilar advantage ſeems ro haue been the reſult of 
Arict order in a ſtate. In tantas brevi creyerant 
opes ſanctitate diſcipline.” | IV. the increaſe of 
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1 became poſſeſſed of a very neat and eb 
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cern of theſe eſſential N tage- 
ther with the numerous advantages that 
would accrue from an obſervance of greater Z 
uniformity, may perhaps be admitted as a 
apology for this incomplete, but impartial 


inquiry. "By the induſtry of a kind relative, 


tranſcript of the reſpective 
town, from the year 1 572, Which Go 
raged me to complete it to the preſent time. ; 


p the TOO of a I Member M Par- . | 
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8 ' PAROCHIAL, REGISTERS. 


liament I had aſſiſted, ſome years ago, in 
drawing out this regiſter; but I acknowledge 
that, at that time, the producing Af exact 
copy had more immediately engaged my at- 
13 188 
tention, than any obſervations upon the ſtate 
*f\ FI me ri yo ox” T2 3" 1 
of theſe enrolments. Havisg had oon to 


refer to theſe memorials, by way of illuſtrat- 


ing | | 
the public, I was led to conſider of the moſt 
effectual means of obviating in. future, the 3 
_ difappeintment which, had occurred. og 
8901 E00 Laine Sf Yo no . 
The perſectians, 7 togethe er with the, defects, 
han 12 Sariety of et Sema 1 im; 
yement of theſe jneſtimable x xecords, were 
2 examined, from. all which 5 | 
| following concluſion: namely, that although 
chey were indixidually defect Fes. they were 
| colledtively, ſo perfect, that almoſt {| every 
 cirurgſtance requiſite for methodiſing | them, 
sangen, yet. aus ehen! 1 
S121 eee aluqbg & to i „ eneral 
j on the prevention of febrile confion. 1 Med, Journal. 
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PAROCHIAL . REGISTERS. — 11 
general. a reform ſeemad to be neceſſary. 


Since no one can he cextain how far n branch | 


ol his family may ſuffer;from the defect of a 
.regiſtry, every ons may be ſaid to be con- 
cerned in promoting an amendment. To 

find out a perſon's regiſter is often extremely 
difficult, unleſs fome leading facts can be 
recollected; and yet by an uniform well 


regulated plan, every ſeareh might he ren- 
ee 3 aus ; 5 vito 928. 


... 


07s $7 


The weak Cas of hls mes 


N r eminent Phyſicians, the 7oth Canon, as 
-well as various acts of the Legiſlature, might 
be adduced in proof of the gecęſſity and eſti- 
mation of Parochial Regiſters, Ik the in- 
ſtructiye precepts, of one profeſſion, and the 


agacious advice of the 'gther, had met with 


an obſervance due to their reſpectable au- 


_ thority ; and if the eligible mandates, en- 


acted by a {till greater power, instead of -. 


having been neglected, or evaded,, had been 
eee, theſe enrolments wopld 


Roel 19 | B 2 5 | 8 have 
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have been found in a much more perfect 

ſtate. It is however, with equal juſtice, pro- 
per to remark, that ſome advantage appears 
to have arifen from cd e im- 
ö p 


By having extended my inquiries into er 
public offices of this ſort, though none ſeem 
to be more diſſatisfactory, yet few. can be 
more worthy of public attention. The 


ſame ſuitable proviſion for recompenſing 
aſſiduity has not been ſufficiently attended 
to; and yet no expenſe ſhould be ſpared to 
accompliſh the completion of an undertak- 
| ing, which would prove a national credit; 
would facilitate reſearches ; elueidate de- 8 


fcent; ſecure property; as well as afford a 


variety of uſeful and entertaining inſtruction. 
That any nation ſhould excel ours, or that ; 


any ſect ſhould exceed the eſtabliſhed church, 


| In the exact manner of keeping ſuch memo- | 
rials, I with the greateſt reluctance obſerve. 2 


I Catteav's General Review of Sweden, 
n 5 


| PAROCHIAL . REGISTERS. = 13 
(tranſlation, - page ac, ) lately publiſhed, 
there is an accurate form, called a Com- 
miſſion of Regiſters; and inſtances might 

be produced of the attention of other ſtates 
to this important article of policy. 


It would have been natural to have ex- 
peccted, that ſuch eſpecial care would have 
been taken by parents, and ſponſors,” as to 
have ſuperſeded any neceſſary attention from 
others 3 but it is too obvious, that conveni- 
ence to themſelves, i in comparatively trifling - 
f circymſtances, faſhion, and caprice, have often 
rplexed theſe important concerns. As the 
utility of ſuch memorials have not ſuffici- 
| ently attracted general notice, their validity 
and regularity have been conſiderably im- 
peded, by the very perſons who ought to 
have been moſt induſtrious, in guarding 
againſt any imperfections. The mutable 
and immethodical ſtate of theſe parochial 
| dar is the more extraordinary, when it is 


recollected chat a regular form for the en- 
* = e 5 rolment 


14 


nn marriage RO been univerſally 
adopted and approved: nor would greater 
difficulty occur in eſtabliſhing ſimilar exact- 
neſs and uniformity, in recording births and 
burials. Stamp duties upon ſuch tranſcripts 
ſeemed likely to intermix, with a public 
burden, a private and ſubſequent advantage; 
but in attempts of this nature, it is extremely 
difficult to provide againſt artful ſubterfuges. 
Te ſum required upon each article was in- 
ſufficient to call a Miniſter's attention; and 
yet, upon other grounds, an n enquixy after 
the due obſervance muſt be W to be 
of conſequence. Every evaſion of payment, 
by preventing inſtead of promoting the good 
intention of the noble Lord, Who preſided 
at the dme, wan PROVE. of material diſad- 


4 2 


ft OH TS514 7745 | 


1 am ven eee tang not 3 en 


are omitted, but various prevarications uſed, 


7 by perſons who ought: to give in the names; 
yet that a conſiderable part: of the ſtamp duty 


PAROCHIAL REGISTERS: ug 
is ſometimes paid by the officiating minifters 
themſelves 5 and they are frequently ſtill 
unable to preſerve that punctuality which the: 
law requires. Ho far payments from all: 
the « lifferent' Te&s may be regblatly received, 
can d be ftrietly aſcertained at the public 
Hes. J am inclined to think that ſomel of 
the preſent difficulties might be remedied, if 
the demands were made previ ous; inſtead of 
ſublequelit to each ceremony. As it had: 

been obſerved, chat many had obtained. pri- 
vate baptilin, and had ' purpoſely" avoided 
bringing their children to church to be chriſ- 
tened, from a miſtiken notion öf expenſe, 
can it be wondered, that when 4 payment 
became due, the ſame cuſtom would not be 
rates? increaſed than diſcontinued eſpecially 
in Altes towns, whete ſuch concealment is 
| ade? "With little 'dificulty ?' [Bains of 
: wakrlage are fonietimes' publiſhed without 
the enſuing ceremony; ; and there are many 
1 8 beſites"thole included in ad 
DOE Vale 


> tp FRE 


Joining payment vpon, the firſt part. of ſuch 
tranſactions be adopted, the continuance of 
the preſent act may rather tend to proye pre- 
judicial, than aid the regularity. of theſe con- 


cerns. It is to be regretted that a bill of ex- 


change, by being more productive, mould 
have claimed A prior regulation. - The un- 


limited number of parochial regiſters accu 


mulates ſo faſt, as to. menace greater i intri- 
oacy, unleſs duplicates were, more generally 


taken, and all the regiſters ol each reſpec- 
tive pariſhor dioceſe, were collected together, 7 
thout,any ditinetion to hg: varigus! ſects 


34 


- 
ee, 8 =» 
1 i” 1 # + ®-; 1 NN Ka. 2 
283 12 Gbr 3 | Fre 


w 44 +4 1444 a * 


art +, ©7 $1 fre 8 Pa Mee 4 3 
* F 14 35 a 


v WF: der ante ſhould. be # ha 


by the legillature, univerſal adyantage might 4 
be derived from it; for I-will hazard a con- 


jecture, that there have been regiſters, which | 


have never contributed to the preſent duty. | 
| Beſides, ſuch records As. have been regularly | 
"OP" and tranſmitted to > the Confiſtory 5 
* 155 


Unleſs a PER or n method of en- 
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FraRon REGISTRRS, 17 
Court, by their punctuality, if there was no 
other reaſon for it, ſtrongly recommend ſuch 
a practice. I cannot avoid expreſſing, my 5 
ſurpriſe that a multiplicity of entries has 
materially perfected ſuch tranſcripts ; and of 
courſe; the more voluminous, the more cir- | 
cumſtantial the record has been found. 
This fact leads me to remark, that as an 
accumulation of buſineſs has been productive 
of additional accuracy, thoſe regiſters, in 
which fewer articles are included, ought a at 
leaſt, to be equally correct; nor can any ex- 
cuſe be pleaded for their want of exactneſs. | 
If every. neceſſary entry was required to be 
previouſly. prepared upon a ſtamp, printed 
with a requiſite form for filling up, the in- 
formation to be inſerted would with greater 
facility be obtained at home, than at the 
wv | 
time of the ceremony; much trouble would 
be ſayed in interrogation; many errors from 
miſtaking the pronunciation of names would 
be avoided; and the ci rcumſtances compriſed 
nught be indubitably 4cſtified, The books 
A VVV 1 


1 > 


18 PAROCHIAL REGISTERS. 


at preſent employed might be continued in 


uſe, by entering each article in columns, 


0 Many ef the old books are become indiſ- 


extending over two pages inſtead of one, un- 


leſs it might be thought more proper to have 
ſtamped books for the purpoſe. By the rea- 
dineſs and approbation ſhewn by the Miniſ- 
ters, | wo are legally entruſted with the 
cuſtody of theſe memorials, there ſeems to 
be no doubt, but if an uniform and circus 
ſtantial plan was duly regulated, it would 
receive that attention which the tee 
of the 8 demands. 


It i is not my FOR to enlarge upon the 
inaccuracy, or to illuſtrate the perfe&ions of 
theſe memorials, by a narrative of every oc- 


currence, which has been the reſult of a per- 


ſevering inveſtigation of numerous forms ; 
2 but to confine myſelf to a curſory recital, 


5 and to ſelect, what Ha been arm by | 
| 146 hag . GET 
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tinct or illegible ; ſome have been loſt, or 
ſtolen, others burned, or defaced. Only 
one ſect, beſides the eſtabliſhed church, ap- 
pears to have preſerved any duplicate of 
regiſtry. I have not been able to find an 
inſtance of the regiſters of all the different 
| perſuaſions throughout a pariſh, diſtrict, or 
dioceſe, having been conjoined. The forms 
of entry, (except in marriage, ) vary much, 
not only in ſeparate religious ſocieties, but 
alſo in church records. The articles in ſome 
books have been found intermixed, con- 
fuſed and not regularly progreſſive. tes 
have occurred without names, and vice verſa. 
Birth is often omitted, nor is its inſertion 
required by law; and when annexed, is ge- 
nerally derived from hear- ſay evidence: the 
various ages at which the ceremony of chriſ- 
tening is ſolemnized, the number of children 
belonging to the ſame parents, or to different 
mothers, yet having the rites performed upon 
the ſame day, are circumſtances which tend. 
to render the date of nativity inconcluſive. 
C 2 Sometimes 
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Sometimes the name of the father only is 
contained, and that of the mother is rarely 
added; except in one dioceſe, where it is 
generally included. Names having been en- 
tered from pronunciation, have often been 
miſunderſtood, and very different ones deen 
ſet down, from what were nn. 


Infants have me tits been chriſtendc at 
different or diſtant places, and where a ſearch 
for their regiſtry would have been improba- 
ble; and yet no entry, or obſervation to faci- 
tate ſuch inquiry, has been made in that re- 
cord likely to be examined. Some, diſ- 
contented with the form of their own ſect, 
Have choſen their children to be regiſtered 
among a ſociety of which they did not profeſs 
themſelves members; withou tadverting tothe 
additional difficulty that might occur to their 
offspring, notwithſtanding any ſuperior ad- 
vantageous form in the record; I knew an 
5 inſtance of a parent preferring the regiſtry of 
a different * becauſe his father, from an 
inability 
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neſs in theſe memorials, onal ſeems to be 
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inability to find a regiſter, had been a ſuf- 


ferer; and upon being reminded of the ſub- 
ſequent inconveniences that might happen to 


his own deſcendants, even changed his religi- 
on, without any other apparent reaſon. As it 
does not ſeem common to enter a name until 
an infant is chriſtened, it appears that pri- 
vate baptiſm may be ſolicited, and publie, 
as well as any enrolment of the birth, be en- 
tirely omitted. There are many parents ſo 
indifferent to their children's welfare, as to 
be totally heedleſs of the neceſſity of a regiſ- 
ter. Theſe memorials are not. conſtantly 
certified by their reſpeAive miniſters, but ſuch. 
a teſtimonial is ſometimes annexed to each 
book, page, or article. The faſhion of giving 
many, and complex names to infants, of de- 
laying public baptiſm, and of chriſtening 
children privately, inſtead of publicly i in che 
church or chapel where the book of regiſtry 
is preſerved, are greater obſtacles to exact- | 
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Before the preſent legal form of marriage 
was enjoined, and the places of celebration 
| Emited, the form of entering that article 
was equally irregular ; and yet at preſent it 
is ſo much amended as to be without varia- 


tion, except that in ſome records the woman 


figns her married name, and in others her 


name before marriage. 


In the enrolment of burials, omiſſions are 


not leſs conſpicuous the age, names, dates, 


condition, occupation or profeſſion, reſi- 
dence, and diſorder of the deceaſed, toge- 


ther with the diſtinctions of one or both pa- 


rents, have been found to be with great un- 
certainty, or irregularity e ew ſuch 
memorials are provided with an alphabetical 
index, or other mode of reference to each 
article, and thoſe records the leaſt copious 
ſeldom fail to be the moſt incorrect. It 
may be deemed ſomewhat beyond the 
bounds of the preſent ſubject, but it ap- 
* to merit . that, eſpecially in po- 

pulous 
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pulous towns, the occupation of - burial 


ground is ſomewhat indecent and exttava- 
' gant; and yet the purchaſe of additional 


convenience is often difficult and expenſive. 
Numerous as the defects may appear, ad- 
vances towards the improvement of theſe en- 
rolments are not leſs evident. Some old 


books have been carefully tranſcribed, de- 


ficiences have been ſupplied from the Con- 
ſiſtory Court, and various corrections, with 
proper atteſtations, have been annexed. A 
waſte or day-book has been uſed, from which 
the fair copy has been extracted. A dupli- 
cate of regiſters is annually tranſmitted to 
the Conſiſtory Court by one religious ſociety, 
moſt remarkable for their accuracy, as well 
as by the eſtabliſhed church, and ſuch a cuſ- 


tom ſeems to have increaſed punctuality. | 


There are throughout the kingdom great 
numbers of diſſenters, who having no du- 


plwicates of their regiſters, muſt be liable to 
haye them unavoidably deſtroyed, and with- 
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out much probability of the - loſs aig in 
any manner ſupplied. - A ſeparate volume 
has been employed: for each diſtinct article. 
Volumes, pages, and ar ticles, have been re- 
gularly numbered. Lines have in ſome 
books been ruled, and proper titles added, 
for compriſing every neceſſary entry. An 
euxact alphabetical index, referring with the 
_ greareſt facility, to every article of We 
1 been for ſame years n 
1 we ba date of! a birehs, 
and the mother's name before - marriage, 
had been omitted, but are at preſent con- 
ſtantly added. The number of infants be- 
longing to the ſame parents, the place of tie 
parent's nativity, the names of the ſponſors, 
_ ancþ of the officiating miniſter, have been 
ſpecified. When a child has been regiſtered 
at a diſtant place, an additional entry has 
been enrolled at that place, where a future 
ſearch would be: molt probably made. By 
1 We. - | . including 
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including many circumſtances. relative to 


each birth, are conſtantly required to be 
written vpon parchment; one remains in 
the cuſtody of the parents, and the other 
copy is ſent to the Conſiſtory Court: from | 


theſe authentic documents, the record pub- 


licly preſerved is tranſcribed; and after 


proper examination certified. Thus each 


member has a tripartite teſtimonial of his 
birth. When a certificate is requeſted from 
any other regiſter, i it is n * nn 


In another: ſect, Iam tem 4 certificate 


or petition, ſigned by the parties, is required, 
previous to the banns of ee being 


announced. 


o * 4 * k 
CPC r 
1 1 ,» vy x T7 x # 4 
* N a1 * * * 2 5 B A — * $3 3m 


Notice in writing of every intended fune- 


nal, and alſo including the neceſſary intelli- 
gence reſpecting the deceaſed, is in ſome 
inſtances cuſtomary, previous to the funeral. 

The names, age, diſorder, dates of death 
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and-burial; occupation; reſidence and place 
ef birth of the deceaſed; the diſtinctions of 
each parent, the order for the grave, the 
number and place of interment, together with 
a variety af leſs material circumſtances, have 
been recorded. The burying ground is by 
ſome meaſured in a progreſſive line, by 
others an equal vacancy is left; which re- 
guliricy[preferves the greateſt deceney, and 
would be found much more e&oonomical. 
Each honk af regiſtry has been regularly at- 
teſted by the reſpectire mini ſters of ſeveral 
places, and alſo retained in their cuſtody. 
As records of this kind: have become more 
voluminous: they have generally been more 
cireunſtantial: o. nnd of 07 enen 
I EN 5 EL, F 

The duplicate in the Conſiſtory Court is 
ſometimes perfect, even when the regiſter is 
incomplete, and vice verſa; i therefore ex- 
tracts from obe might ofren-be'taken to ſup- 
Ply the defects of the other. There are few 
. inſtances of articles being very accurate, 
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Sha the entries are not compriſed in in co- 
lumns ; but when the narration 15 ine lbſed 
within lines, and with proper titles, there i is 
uſually great uniformity obſerved." In a very 
extenſive pariſh all the regiſters belonging 
to the eſtabliſhed church are collected to- 
gether, and preſerved at the ſame place, but 
I know of no inftance of: any ſuch collection, 
which includes all the regiſters 6f different 
: denominations. A rector of one pariſh; from 
having obſerved that the letters of grave- 
ſtones in church yards uſually became ille- 
gible in eighty years, has directed a dupli- 
cate A be preſerved, of all ſuch inſcriptions 
as might tend to be of future uſe. | However 
ſingular it may appear, the moſt perfect re- 
giſtry, whick I have met with, is kept at a 
| place, where the number of inhabitants is 
| computed at about flxty thoufand; and the 
record is alſo at that place the moſt copious' 
and circurnſtantial; having as many columns 
for the OP of vieehus and an as would, 
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in all probability, be at any time Judged 
proper and neceſſary. | | 


Having 8 a N review 7 the i im- 
perſections, and alſo the excellency of theſe 
memorials, it may be requiſite to examine 
into the various objections accruing from 8 
deficiency, and alſo the benefits that may 5 
be expected from proper nn. . 
adopted. 


A As none, except ſuch as are received into 
the church,” are uſually admitted into the re- 
giſtry of baptiſms ; nor any who die, with- 
out private or public baptiſm, into that of 
burials; no concluſive account of all births, 
and deaths, can be procured. Unleſs every 
denomination was agreed as to the ceremony 

of baptiſm, the atteſtation of that alone 
muſt be ſubject to doubt, and informality. 5 

The date of birth being omitted, not being 
required by law to be included, or when it is 
annexed, inſerted upon hearſay evidence, 
ſeems 
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ſeems to render the enrolment inſufficiently 


authentic. 


There appears to be but one religious ſo- 
ciety capable of certifying from a regiſtry a 
teſtimonial of birth, the. reſt can only give 
| ſatisfactory proof of baptiſm. Circumſtances 
may happen between the time of birth and 
baptiſm, which may make a perſon regret 
much the difficulty of procuring legal proof 
of his birth. A gentlewoman, who wiſhed 
to bequeath property to her nephew, died a 
day. 1K. two before the time at which, accord- 
ing to her own ſuppoſition, ſhe would have 


been of age; but had her life been prolonged 


to the interval, between the conjectured pe- 
riod of her birth, and the regiſtry of bap- 
tiſm, the validity of her will might have 
admitted of diſpute, from the delay of bap- 

tiſm; the omiſſion of the date of birth in 

the regiſtry; and from want of any a 
5 collateral ename 
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Biaptiſm is not only deferred upon trivial 


. 


8 


occaſions, but the cuſtom 1s become faſhion- 
able; alchough delay may turn out of ſerious 
conſequence, if no witneſs of the date of the 
OY can be produced. It appears to be 

a hardſhip that an innocent and helpleſs 


offspring ſhould be deprived of ſuch a valu- 


| able birthright, as a proper and legal tran- 


ſcript of birth. Ir is worthy-of notice, that 
a principal part of the blame: is owing to the 
negligence and inattention of parents, who 
ſeem to pay much greater regard to the pomp 
of ceremony, or the convenience of a friendly 
meeting, than to a ſatisfactory regiſtry of 
their children: nay they are too apt to be 
offended at refuſals of ſolemnization at places 
diſtant from the regiſtry. books, although 
ſuch ena has often POE; a | 

Since HERR are thus inatteritive to the 
neceſſity and advantage of punctual regiſters, 
injured infants have an * claim to 

| that 


- 
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that indulgence, commonly granted to mi- 


nors incapable of aQing for themfelves: nor 
has ſuch a ſalutary regulation been altogether 
overlooked} for in the year 1696, a penalty 
of five thillings was exatted from all parents 


neglecking to give notice at an appointed 


place, within five days after each birth. 


Although perſons of property may alone ap- 
pear to be benefited by the regular record of 
birth, yet the nee are found to be 
more diffuſed. A pauper is bound as à pa- 
Tiſh apprentice? he arrives at 2 certain 
age, without ay ſpecification of his age at 
that 1 time, or an) reference to the regiſtry ; * 
which, upon being ſearched for, may be dif- 
ficult t. diſeover, on account of ſuch infants 
being frequently orphans, or baſe born; and 
J am informed, that a maſter has for ſome 
time detained an apprentice, upon his being 


unable to prove, by any certificate from a 
regiſter, that he had completed tlie age in- 
ſerted in the indenture. Such a caſe may 


tend to ſhew the neceſſity of annexing a copy 


7 
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of the. certificate of regiſtry to the indenture, 
or fixing the time of its expiration, and. of 
attention to entering the ſurname, by which 


natural children are intended to be com- | 


monly called. If a petition from one or both 

parents, u pon a ſtamp, prepared with neceſ- 
ſary entries, ready for filling up, and after- 
| wards teſtified, was required, a teſtimonial 
of birth would be indiſputable, efpecially if 
ſuch certificate was regularly tranſmitted to 
che Conſiſtory Court. If a fimilar notifica- 
tion of marriage, Ggned by each party, and 
alſo by. other parties whoſe conſent was 
legally requiſite, were to be previouſly de- 
manded, throughout his Majeſty' s domini- 
ons, a moſt n check would be put to 
illegal proceedings. *y he ciroumſtances ne- 
ceſſary to be inſerted in enrolling of burials, 
being, in a ſimilar manner, before prepared 
upon a ſtamp, would greatly. facilitate the 
entry, and render it more circumſtantial and. 
inſtruktive. A ; | ? +4 e 191 
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The importance of theſe memorials de- 


mands our attention, and the univerſal ad- 


vantages which would reſult from an uni- 5 
form and accurate regiſtry, would amply 
compenſate. for any neceſſary pains or addi- 


tional expenſe. _ All the profeſſions might 


effectually aid this eſſential reformation ; nor 
does it appear to be an arduous taſk to com- 
plete theſe parochial records for. every requi- 
ſite purpoſe. _ As a medical practitioner, 
various occurrences have preſented them- 
ſelves, which have induced me with greater 
affidujty and earneſtneſs to inveſti gate this 
important ſubject. Although t the more vo- 


luminous theſe deeds become, and the greater 
punctuality may be needful, yet that! is ob- 
; viated i in the propoſed regulation, by ; a diſ- 


5 covery already alluded to, that the moſt co- 
pious regiſters are the moſt circumſtantial. 


When we reflect upon the preſent ſubdiviſi- = 
ons in religion, and chat moſt ſects keep a 
record of births; but above all, when we 


8 recollect that almoſt all the diſſenters are at 


4 4 
898 fb 


„ . preſent 


preſent without any duplicate of regiſtry, 
how requiſite muſt ſome reformation appear? 
Since all theſe denominations are allowed 
td keep ſuck a recbrd, and ſince defects proue 
alone prejodiei al to thoſe who are- incapable” 
of guarding againſt -themy is it not incum- 
bent upon us; to lend our affiſtance in pro- 
curing neceſſary regulations? All ſuch en · 
e throughout the kingdom, without 
ary rape to the- Peculſar religion" profeſſed, 
baus be with equal care collected, and 
nnvally tranſmitted to he Conſiſtory Court. 
Every perſon keeping a regittry mould be 
under obligation to preſerve 4 dupkheate for 
that purpoſe!” A ſeparate book Thould be 
uſed for the different articles of ' regiſtry, but 
titles ſhould be made ready, and the ſame 
forms ſhould be univerſally obſerved. The 
volumes, pages, and articles, ſhould be ae- 
eutately numbered, and any neceffary abbre- 
vistions ſhould be clearly explained. Such 
material circumſtanees as are needful to be 
entered, ſhould be inſerted; not from verbal, 
A but 


— 
\ 


but written accounts, /atteſted by parties, 
who might render ſubſequent evidence-con- 


ſhould! dez ah and witneſſed win che ab- 


ſpective miniſter. When day-books- are 


uſed, it would be well E keep thetn ał a dif- 
ferent place from the fair tranſcripts, that in 
| caſe of fire or other unayoidable accidents, 


both may not beloſt, An alphabetical in- 


dex referring to every article ſhould be an» 
nexed to each volume; or a gener al table 6 


of contents, of index to all the volumes, 
ſhould be preſerved. A ſtill more copious” 
index of the contents ofche volumes through- 


| outithe dioceſe ſhould be kept at the general 
office. By ſuch aceuraey it would ſignify 
Mag er e ies the parents had been, 
or at What plaee an article of regiſtry had 


been enrolled ; for it would then be eaſier to 


find out ſuch a record in a whole diocele, 
than it is at n nen, ne 
* ſingle 5 1 eie © 383431 
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As has been already remarked, the queſ- 
tions requiſite for . enrolling each article of 
regiſtry cannot be ſo accurately obtained at | 
the time of the ceremony being performed, 


| as previouſly, when neceſſary aſſiſtance might 


be'more monty procured, 


2 N ts chan als the rubrick 
of our church eſpecial directions for each ce- 

remony of private and public baptiſm, the 
place at which the ceremony of chriſtening 
is performed differs: Some ſtrictly prohibit 
* the admiſſion of members into the church,” at 


any other place, while others ſolemnize the 
fame rites in the houſe. It would be offici- 
ous in me to remark upon any line of diſtinc- | 


tion, but when tlie performance is executed 
at a diſtance from the book of regiſtry, it is 
obvious, that unleſs what is neceſſary to be 
inſerted be committed to writing, miſtakes 
muſt be liable to happen: The frequent re- 


moval of the book of regiſtry appears to be 


— as even in the courſe of my 
inquiry. | 
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inquiry one ſeems to have been, by that 

means, loſt. If greater difficulty in com- 
pleating the record of birth enſues from 
chriſtening in the houſe, than in the church, 
it is to be regretted, that the cuſtom ſhould 
become more prevalent. 4. 2855 


The enrolment of burial, if circumſtantial 
and uniform, might prove uſeful as a con- 
current teſtimony, and as a memorial of the 
mortality of certain diſeaſes. The age, oc- 
cupation, reſidence, condition, malady, and 
date 115 death of the deceaſed, together with 
the neceſſary diſtinctions of the parents, 
might afford inſtructive information. There 
is leſs difficulty in procuring an account of 
ſuch fatal maladies as are of moſt importance 
to be noticed, their names being generally 
ſuch as people are familiarly acquainted with. 
Contagion is moſt apt to ſpread, where many 
inhabit the ſame building, and ſuch edifices 

being uſually attended by a medical practi- 
tioner, the K 1 the een, may 
be 


— 
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be with more facility obtained. To procure 
a very exact account of diſcaſes in general, I 
know from experience to be extremely diffi- 
cult; but wen they cannot be aſcertained, it 
might not be amiſs to inſert how long the 
deceaſed had been indiſpoſed. Although a 
complete plan may not be immediately pro- 
cured, yet the induſtry of ſome will incite 
others, and improvements will gradually be 


The uniformity in the article of marriage 
points out a rule for the other entries, that 
could not fail to meet with general approba- 
tion; nor would any 'circumftances” be re“ 
quired-tobe inſerted, which bad not already 


vſeful. I am aware that many attempts kave 

been already made to introduce further — | 

gulations of ſuch-records; and although'they 

:. Tu: MRI deen generally adopted, yet 
zents have been the conſe- 

| wee and therefore we e not be diſ. 


od 1 „ couraged 
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been experienced to be both prackicable M 
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—— from en in ſuck ane, 
ieee: ey 


| Fame ſuch forms, aa 
have, upoñ a minute inveſtigation, appeared 
to me to include every requiſite information. 
Should the number of columns be objected to, 
there is a ready anſwer, they do not exceed 
the number in the principal regiſtry of a 
' town, -where the inhabitants have been com 
puted at ſixty thouſand; and, at the ſame 
place, a copious index is alſo preſerved. 
There i is little doubt therefore, but in mare 
limited regiſters, by voluntary exertions a- 
lone, ſuch exactneſs might be acceded to, 
and the preſent difficulties be ſatisfactorily 
removed. Such a ſubject might not he un- 
worthy of being taken into conſideration at 
the numerous meetings of thoſe gentlemen, 8 
to whom this important truſt is committed 1 ; 
they have generally leiſure to determine upon 
the moſt applicable plan, and they have alſo 
power to put ſuch ſchemes into execution; 


 PAROCHIAL REGISTERS. 
en parents duly conſider how much their 
offspring are intereſted in their reſpective re- 
giſtry being made as perfect as poſſible, they 
will ceaſe to throw obſtacles in, the way, and 
rather aid ſuch eſſential regulations. 


The following tables are a conciſe abſtract 
from various and copious liſts; and had ſuf-, 
ficient accuracy been obſerved in the origi- 
nals, further information might have en 
annexed. Fir 

Se abs have occurred, which ſeemed | 
: to point out the utility of each entry. The 
printed certificates, to be previouſly filled 
up, might contain in the ſpaces, between 
O and M, anſwers to the above queries. 
Such as were omitted might be endeavoured 
to be completed at the time of the ceremony. 
The general index in the office of the dioceſe 
| would require no farther change than, in- 
ſtead of page, in the laſt column of table the 
firſt, to ſpecify che * regiſtry. and 
Place. KD 5 In 


In table the ſecond, there is a comparative 
ſtate of the population of a large town, an 
' equal number of manufacturing and agri- 
cultural villages. The inmates in the prin- 
cipal town were, at that time, about 800, 
and the expenditure for the ſupport of the 
poor, amounted to 1765 pounds. In 1789 
the inmates were about 1050, and the ex- ö 
pences for the poor about 3493 Pounds; by 
which, as well as the additional number of 
houſes, it may be concluded that there has 
deen a . increaſe of inhabitants. 9 

„ Sib A 592219 

Table the third dnniiaihns oi caratity 

- bf che natural ſmall pox and the ſucceſs of 
inoculationz when it was even practiſed, un- 
der many unfavourable circumſtances. Such 
a view cannot fail to exeite à wiſh that every 
exertiõn fkould be uſed to prevent che fatal 

ravages of a diſeaſe which appears, by tlie 
examination of numerous regiſters, to be the 
moſt deltrudtive of alt others. Infectious 
| fevers ſeem to | have many times greatly ad- 


. 


4 PAROCHIAI 
| ded to the increaſe of deaths, and ſince: pre- N 
ventive means are not unfrequently i in our 

power, too much attention cannot be paid 1 
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There is in general ſuch inaccuracy in the 
r elation of chronic maladies, as to render 
any extracts of little avail. A collection f 
the number of twins in each place was made, 
but imperſections were diſcovered from ſuch 
infants, more frequently than others, dying 3 
before they have been baptized, and from | 
not having been regularly entered in the re- 
keen giſtry. I am far from thinking, that any 
thing preſumed to be offered, can be deemed 
complete, and humbly ; ſolicit a communi- 
cation of the experience of others. Perhaps 
the beſt model might be obtained, could a 
medal or ſome en, be APPropyinted for 
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procuring g greater exactneſs; ; irreparable loſs 

may be ſuſtained by an inability to procure 
"I certificate of an article of regiſtry ; thoſe 
who are moſt intereſted in ſuch memorials _ 
being correct, are not capable of ſuperin- 
tending the execution; ; and thoſe, who ought 
to be their watchful guardians, are often the 


- occaſion of perplexity and error, The in- 


| creaſe of regiſters, | and the want of dupli- 
| cates, rend to accumulate difficulties. The 

expenſe and trouble of managing ſuch eſſen- 
rial enrolments ſeem to be inſofficiently re- 
verde. ; 


11 the record is of national importance, 
every obſtacle to its proper execution ſhould 
be removed; if regulations well intended 
have been diſregarded, further injunctions 
ſhould be impoſed. 2 parents conſidered | 
the benefits of regiſters, they certainly would 
be more attentive to the intereſt” of their 
offepring. The unlimited number of places 
| where regiſters are kept, might perhaps ren-. 
- F 2 9 85 der 


8 
* 


on, might with Propriety be added; 
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der a licenſe to keep them a' proper article 
of taxation; ; and ſhould any further ſum be 


requiſite to defray the expenſe of theſe re- 


cords, ah additional duty upon funerals, in | 
proportion to their coſtly pomp, might not 


be unworthy of notice. A penalty upon 
every regiſter neglecting to tranſmit a dypli- 


cate of ſuch enrolment to the office of the 
dioceſe, without any diſtinction as to celigi⸗ 


| Should the ts ma ts 
derived from an uniform parochial regiſtry 


fail to perſuade, the more indirect and ulti- 
mate advantages to be expected ſhould not 


be overlooked. An obligation to record 
every birth upon a ſtamp, or otherwiſe pub- 
liſh it, might more effectually prevent any 
concealment; ; and the conſciouſneſs of ſuch 
a requiſite form might have its uſe. - Diſtinc- 
tions of the healthineſs, or inſalubrity of par- 
ticular places, the peculiar diſorders of a 
_ Fountry, and the Nate of epidemics would 
be 


F 
ri af 


be more ſatisfactorily aſcertained. Greater 

encouragement would he given to the enu- | 
meration of inhabitants. Calculations upon 
lives, and other circumſtances, in which an- 

nuitants are concerned, would be more ge- 
nerally underſtood. Population, inſtead of 
remaining conjectural, would be fixed n 
more ea ed. mageren 1 


Having paid fore attention to different 
methods of collecting the numbers, and con- 
ditions of perſons, in ſeveral places, and 
having been inclined to think, that an uni- 
form parochial regiſtry would be of much 

more general uſe, if accompanied with an 

. uniform enumeration of inhabitants, I am 
3 induced to annex a few remarks upoa the 
: ſubject of enumeration. Some have ad van- 
ced that it would be a ſin to number the 
\ people, and others that 1 it would be 1 imprac- 
| ticable. If the ſin conſiſts in aſcertaining 
the number with exactneſs at a given time, 
there 1 is no e of that eyer being accom- 
hg Pliſhed, 


CA 
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pliſhed, ſince it would be next to an impof- 
fGbitity.. When any public demand is re- 
quired,” and for various purpoſes, no ſcruple 
is made of collecting needful lifts. Could 
ſuch collections be united, a great part of 
the inhabitants would be enumerated. Can 
it be conceived that it would be'more crimi- 
nal to diſtinguiſh the numbers, than to col- 
lect them for other national purpoſes ? In a 
ſmall parifh it has been found fo eaſy to al- 
certain the numbers, as to have been effected 
by the recollection of a patiſhioner. In the 
| largeſt rowns ſuch an undertaking may be 
- accompliſhed by a ſufficient number of ſub- 
diviſiens, eſpecially if the numerators be 
choſen to take the reſidents of the diſtrict 
which they inhabit; for, by this advantage, 
impoſitions practiſed by thoſe to be number- 


ed, may be often prevented. A voluntary 


enumeration is preferable to an obligatory 
one, and a gratuitous to one executed for 
hire.—The liſts in the ſecond table were vo- | 


r taken by 9 ſeveral of 
whom 


1 were ſo oma T eaſed with the reſult, 
as to have expreſſed 4 willingneſs, to, lend 
their alliſtance c on a ſimilar occaſion. A prin+ 
cipal advantage: to; be derived. from ſuch, 
epamerations-being to compare one place 
With another, unleſs the ſame; method of 
numbering be generally obſer ved: the bene 
fits will be e ite diminiſhed. 
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re 3 in "Ri 3 to e univer- 

ſally adopted, for if it is left to perſons to 
follow cheir own methods, I haye, obſeryed, 
that each would. purſue a different mode, 
Perhaps that form in the ſecond table might 
ſerve. the purpoſe: of a general, one, and _ | 


further information . might be wiſhed, - i 
1 e be well to "FFP it unconnected. 


” By loch 3 CE Wh | 
an regiſters, ſome more effectual ſteps 
might be taken to regulate the poor laws. 
Not only, RE: Kate of PAYPETS would be bet | 


uss ter 
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ter KO, but matiy ſilent diſtreſſes, moſt 
deſerving of relief, would be thereby diſeo- 
vered. Some, previouſly unacquainted with 

the trus ſtate of poverty intheir/own neigh- 
 bourhood; might be thereby induced to dif- 
| tribute à portion, of what would orhervile 


deck ee Joxury.”' nod 
25 A TIL, L643) v CE 2 e inet 


0 
4 


A more minute inveſtigation of the riſing 
progeny” would naturally excite an anxious. 
0 K e future vellate. 51 
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A e might check many vices, which 
depend upon the preſent privileges of con- 
© eealment. 5 Many fraudulent practices are 

carried on by the facility with which a e 

of reſidence procures impoſtures a a fafe te. 

treat. The expectation, that an inquiry of 
ably was name and former reſidence might 

Ee readily and d ſpeedily: be made, could not be 

TR. Setrimehtal 40 ſuch as intended to act up. 

rightly ;/-and” would perhaps prove 4 mere 

_. N effectual 
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effectual TH” ROSTER to itinerant offenders, 
than any law that has hitherto been enafted. - 


By an uniform parochial regiſtry, and an 
accurate ſurvey of inhabitants, the advan- 
tages of meteorological . tables would be 
more Fed e. 


Since no pethods are neceſſary but ſuch 
. 48 have been, in the moſt voluminous re- 
giſters, experienced to be practicable; and 
ſince the good effects of adhering to the ſame 
plan might be thus diffuſive, 4 it is to be wiſh- 
ed that thoſe, to whom the cuſtody of theſe 


records is intruſted, would be vigilant in 


obſerving ſuch forms, as might be adapted 
to general uſe. A voluntary example of 
uniformity would either render obligatory 
means unneceſſary, or facilitate an applica- 
| tion to thoſe, in whom the power of annul> 

ling any obſtacles, or inſtituting any requi- 
ſite regulations, is more immediately veſted. 


8 8 Since 
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p_ 


eee eee (including the ſmall 
pox) art of all diſorders the moſt fatal, and 
yet theit names ar ſeldom diffifult'to be ob- 
rained len; ſinc preventive! means have 
been bees uſed, an 1 accurate narrative : 
ware fend co to improve. 
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TABLE THIRD. 


Number | Burch | Burials in y | Had 1 Were in- Treo: | 
of 1 Six eneral in | the Small Diſeaſe | vered. 5 vered. to have the | to be ino 
inhabitants } Months. I Six Months | Pox. naturally. | tion. : Diſorder. | culated, 
1117 40 399 130 | 462 | 332 [ 335 381 | 3 [| 700 | 34 | 
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Ni. B. Too of che Patients, who alſo died, began to be indiſpoſed ſo ſoon after having 
been inoculated, as to make it beyond a doubt to be the natural Small Pox. Inſtead of the 


General Inoculation cauſing the infeftion to * che complaint ſpeedily abated, and 
was ſoon eradicated. No 7 
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— 


of ſufficient magnitude and import- 


ance, to excite and engage the attention of | 


every well-wiſher to the community. To 


regulate. all charitable inſtitutions ſo as to 


| make them moſt productive, impartial, and 
beneficial one to another, would be as be- 
nevolent a deſign as any that exiſts; and 
were contributions requiſite for ſuch a pur- 
poſe, none could be more laudable. To 
maintain a judicious and upright execution 


of ſuch truſts has clearly been the conſtant 
care of thoſe who have been charitably diſ- 


poſed. The election of managers, and the 


diſpoſition of the effects, have ſeldom failed 


4 
A 
b 
by 


HE augmentation of ſuch property = 
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to be ſtrictly limited, and the intended 125 
lic notification of ſuch grants is manifeſt in 
various deeds. Opulent and profeſſional 
men, together with ſuch as may hold certain 
high offices, have been generally appointed 
to watch over theſe eſſential concerns; hence 
the original good intentions, and the abili- 
ties of the conductors to afford the moſt ſa- 
tisfactory account of their ſeparate truſts, 
muſt be indiſ] putable. Every ſuch guardian 
is a public ſteward or agent, and ſhould: be, 
in the moſt exemplary manner, reſponſible 
for the due execution of his office. Thoſe 
Who are empowered to receive the profits are 

uſually either too dependant, or ignorant of 
the nature of the eſtabliſhment, to be any 
check upon thoſe who preſide; yet the claim 
to impartiality is no doubt mutual. Au- 


4 x 


25 ditors have, in-ſome inſtances, been eſpeci- 
ally directed to preſerve a proper balance of 
power, but in * the truſtees have The 
& ſole direction. 
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With ſuch ſagacious OBS one might 
have concluded, that all theſe appropriations 
would have been, with the ſtricteſt regulari- 
ty, and the moſt ſcrupulous integrity, con- 


ducted : that neither any precepts would 
have been tranſgreſſed, or any prohibitions _ 


interdicted. To prevent defects in theſe im- 
portant tranſactions, and to make them mu- 


tually advantageous, an impartial inquiry | 


into their preſent ſtate, a review of their 
comparative management, together with 
the improvements that have been adopted, 


ſeem to be neceſſary. 


Such an inveſtigation would have been 
needleſs, had all theſe foundations been e- 


- 


qually well directed; but although the g0- 


vernmefit of ſome would reflect the greateſt 


| honour and credit, yet exceptions to ſo bene- 


ficial a rule muſt be acknowledged. If the 
choice of truſtees, and their powers be re- 


ſtricted; and if the claimants have an equal 


| far. with the preſidents; there ſhould be 


xo « 


H 2 ſome 
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ſome method of aſcertaining the due obſerv- 
ance, or the eluſive breaches of the reſpec- 
tive regulations. It has been advanced, that 
to require a public inſpection of ſuch con 
cerns would be to diſpute the integrity of 
| thoſe, who are alone veſted with the ma- 
nagement. When perſons, whoſe rank has 
appeared to place them beyond all ſuſpicion, 
have been proved not to have deſerved con- 
fidence, why ſheuld thoſe, whoſe conduct 
would bear the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, refuſe to 
- Publiſh accounts which would do honour to 
themſelves, hinder miſapplication in others, 
and be the moſt effectual means of advancing 
ſuch inſtitutions, as they ſeem to be under 
obligation to ſupport ? If all ſuch deſigns pri- 
vately conducted had been as faithfully ma- 
naged, and if repeated experience had not 
. already decided the preference of an open 
government, a more favourable opinion 
5 might have been entertained of what has been 
aſſerted. Whatever may be the cauſe of diſ- 
ſalisfaction t to the claimants, or miſapplica- 
tion 
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tion in any ſuch truſt, it highly merits public 
attention. A comparative ſurvey of the en- 
couragement given to recent charities, and 
the diſregard of older ones, cannot fail to 


ſtrike every diligent obſerver. What has 


commonly been the reſult of a ſecluded ma- 
nagement? Inſtead of attempting to repair 
the old fabrick, a new erection has been con- 
ſtructed, by which we have been led to diſ- 
cover the cauſes of devaſtation in the ancient 
edifice. To what is ſuch a material diſtinc- 
tion to be attributed? Is it that former inſti- 
| tutions would prove uſeleſs, though ever ſo 
well conducted? Is it that ſuch a ſurplus 
conſtantly remains, after fulfilling every in- 
tention of the donors, that any further pro- 
motion of the charity would be of no advan- 


tage? Is the ſtability of the new ſtructure 


| derived from novelty alone ? Is itnot rather, 
that the old building has bien empaled from 


. | : the ſight of any one except its wary gover- 


nors; while the new elevation has been fully 
laid open to public view? Few perſons chuſe 
| | to 
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to augment a ſtock which cannot be 8 


nized; but prefer ſuch a one, as is conſtantly 


open to public inſpection. Several funds 
| have been ſo far ſecluded, as to have conti- 
med almoſt entirely unknown to the inha- 


bitants of the place where the foundation 
originated. It is difficult to eoneeive any 


benefit that can accede to a charity from 
ſuch privacy, except it be in point of addi- 
tional patronage or intereſt to the governors; 
and it may de rather fuſpected, that the 
claimants would be proportionably injured. 

No one would defend, that affluent managers 
ſhould be enriched at the expenſe of thoſe, 
for whom alone the grants were beſtowed! 
If there were not more material objecti- 
ons, fuch ſecrecy limits a preference of one 
charity to another; and additional contribu- 
tions are in a great meaſure precluded. if 
too unbounded a patronage or licenſe i in theſe 
 Uifpoſals creates abuſes, ſome precaution 

ſeems to de requiſite. Had there been an 25 
obligation to 2 annually a ſtatement of 


„ every 
# | 


- 
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every charitable endowment, a commendable 
emulation would have been thereby promot- 
ed, and the with-holding of ſuch cuſtomary 
intelligence would have occafioned ſuſpicion 
and inquiry. A clear diſtinction would then 
have appeared between faithſul patrons, and 
ſelf. intereſted defaulters. Thoſe who acted 
improperly could not have an opportunity 
of concealment, under the exemplary ſane- 
tion of confidential and impartial governors. 


I have no doubt but an aſſiduous examiner = 
ol che proceedings of all the different truſts 
would readily diſcover, that many inſtances 
have occurred of the regulations of donors 
having been unwarrantably exceeded; and 
that departures from the rules preſeribed de- 
pended upon the private manner of manage - 
ment, or upon the governance of a certain 
party previouſly contrived-in the election to 


ſuch eſtabliſhments. If expenſive buildings, 
uſeleſs to the charity, were erected; if mo- 
88 were lent upon e ſecurities; if 

grants 
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grants were made partially; if claimants 
were irregularly accepted; if a ſarplus were | 
_ purpoſely ſaved inſtead of being applied; in 
| ſhort, if any abuſes were deſignedly prac- 
tiſed, there could not be a more effe&tual 
reſtraint, than an irrevocable and open regiſ- 
try of all the proceedings of thoſe who have 
the direction of public charities. It has been 
already proved, that no want of patrons 
would enſue from requiſite reſtrictions being 
inſiſted on; and it is to be feared, from the 
great intereſt, and exertions that have been 
frequently made to ſupport a party in the 
choice of truſtees, that private views have 
frequently ſuperſeded the intereſt of ſuch in- 
ſtitutions. Were thoſe who have alone the 
right of receiving the profits of theſe bene : 
volent eſtabliſhments, or the public for them, 
equally acquainted with the confined powers 
of thoſe who are authorized to diſtribute ſuch | 
profits; and were the rulers ſenſible of being 
limited to act ſolely for the good of the cha- 
= riey, ſome 1 improvement might be erpecded. 
"ack INE - - 
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The pernicious effects of abuſes in appro- 
priations of this ſort, on many occaſions, 
deſerve mature deliberation. I mean not to 
inſinuate the moſt diſtant cenſure upon any 
individual ; but, in conſequence of a gene- 
ral inveſtigation, to hint at eſſential injuries, 
and to excite the attention of my ſuperiors 
I towards the' reformation of prevailing errors, 
and the prevention of future irregularities. 
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The extent of the advantages to be derived 
from charitable funds, will generally depend 
upon the exactneſs with which the proceed- 
ings ate recorded, the reſpective titles regiſ- 
tered, * the i intentions of the benefaffors 
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were: fubmicted to the inſpection of the pub- 
he, would produce | additional regularity, | 
and more active exertions. Whatever ad- 


Vvantages may have been enjoyed from a ſe- 
add, would undoubredly be enlarged by 
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a more open; management. If an acquaint- 
ance with the various neceſſities of our-fel- 
low creatures when publiſned, has induced 
thoſe, who have been charitably diſpoſed, to 
contribute; a public acknowledgment and 
con viction ofa confidential application would 
appear to be both reaſonable and juſt. The 
whole of the proceedings of every fund ap- 
propriated for any charitable purpoſe ſnould | 
be faithfully recorded at fome public office, 
as an occaſional reference, whenever -uſeful 
or intereſting information could be , 
or FOR N Beru jon rec 1 


* * 5 E 2 
1 * . + f if * wo 


. en which nach beet Amoſt bu: 
fea in oblivion would be found to merit 
further advancement. The intentions and 
prohibitions of donors being more generally 
diffuſed, would demonſtrate; the moſt j proper 
claimants; and' inadvertent. difqualifications 
might be avoided. In many of the old cha- 


ritable endowments the value has beem ori- 


2 885 ante alchough/-at preſent much 
j augmented. 
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augmented. If an accurate account of all 
ſuch tranſactions had been regularly tranſ- 
mitted to ſome public office, there is little 
doubt but many loſſes would have been pre- 
vented, and much additional property ſe- 
cured. From a want of ſuch exactneſs, many 
expenſive law- ſuits may have ariſen. The 
intentions and directions of the donors have 
ſometimes been fully completed, and a con- 
| ſiderable ſurplus has remained, without a 
proper authority.to make any further diſpo- - 
ſitions ; and if no ſtep ſhould be taken to 
determine how ſuch ſurplus ſhould be ap- 
propriated, not only the difficulty may in- 

creaſe, but the managers may become un- 
avoidably ſufferers, or the money be ex· 
n in a lawful nene 


8 if heifaipkmob ; mat were pub- 
licly known, the. moſt beneficial method of 
employing it might be. ſuggeſted, The ſuc- | 
ceſſors of ſome truſtees' have been ſaid to 
have ſuffered much from the imprudent con- 
12 — 


68 CHARITABLE FUNDS. 
duct of nie anceſtors... A long continued 
miſapplication of property belonging to pub 
lic uſes may not only be, prejudicial to the 
reſpective charities, but may extend its bane- 
ful influence to private tranſactions. When 
perſons of high rank have acted diſingenu- 
ouſly in public affairs, inferiors have not 
unfrequently taken the advantage of ſuch 
examples. Truſtees, whoſe education and 
ſituation in life enable them to exhibit the 
cleareſt proofs to the public of their inte- 
grity, may be reaſonably expected to dignify 
their appointments with a zealous perform- 
ance of their engagements. When theſe 
fail to be diligent and exact, how can they 
deſire thoſe, who fill ſubordinate offices, to 
obſerve a ſtricter regularity? If -a public 
a ſpirit and vigilance could be voluntarily ob- 
tained, efforts would be more laudable, per- 
manent, and efficacious, To perſuade 
others, we ſhould not afford them an oppo- 
ſite example, to that which we wiſh them to 


follow, ,/ExaRncfs in thoſe who governed 0 


oh EF | would 


ue >. 
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would prevent improper applications in the 
claimants, and intereſt would not be expected 
to be able to ſuperſede real qualifications. 
Many of the faults of the lower rank origi- 
nate in thoſe whoſe ſuperior ſtations ſhould 
preclude ſuch miſconduct. FT SOA 


The numerous advantages that. have 
accrued from -annual reports of charities, 
are too notorious to need any further proof. 
Such a plan ſhould be univerſally adopted, 
it could not fail to diſtinguiſh the me- 
ritorious, to encourage œconomy, and 
be eſſentially uſeful to charity in general. 
The additional ſpirit in conducting theſe 
truſts, that would be thereby acquired, would 
ſoon manifeſt beneficial conſequences. The 
publication of all ſuch endowments vod 

be a perpetual record, and by being eircu- 
lated, ſuch as reſembled each other would 
become mutually ſerviceable. By theſe uſes 
ful communications the errors of ſome. would 
be corrected, and the good management of 

: others 
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others extended. The preference of one 
inſtitution to another would be: readily diſ- 
tingniſhed, and ſuch as were unnoticed, 
would have greater inducements to inquire | 
into the cauſe of diſregard: Many would 
lend their ſupport to charities, which would 
otherwiſe have eſcaped their attention. To 
render ſuch eſtabliſhments moſt univerſally 
advantageous, all the reports of ſimilar cha- 
rities ſhould be "uniform, that each article 
might be ſtrictly compared. A conſultation 
might then be ſaid to be holden between 
truſtees and the public, between one charity 
and another. Uniformity would be beſt ob- 
taĩned by obſerving as much as poſlible al- 
phabetical order. If a ſeparate publication 
of each reſpective truſt were not deemed of 
ſoffictent conſequence, a conjunction of thoſe 
im a pariſh or other diſtrict, or an union of 
ſach; throughout a certain limit, as reſem- 
bled each other, might be drawn up in one 
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From the improved ſtate of thoſe regiſters, 
of which tranſcripts have been preſerved, we 


may conclude, that equal benefits would 


enſue from a duplicate of the proceedings of 
all public truſts being duly enrolled at ſome 
appointed office. A continual record of 
ſuch. tranſactions would be a moſt effectual 
prevention of diſingenuous practices, and 
would inviolably protect the rights and pri- 
vileges of the reſpective endowments; nor 
could it prove in any reſpect; prejudicial. to 
thoſe, whoſe intentions were ſtrictly honour- 
able. Mäny deeds are already regiſtered, 
but in ſome inſtances tranſeripts have not 
been duly preſerved. Some reference to all 
ſuch eſſential memorials ſhould be carefully 
kept in the cuſtody of thoſe whom. they ef per 
cially concern, otherwiſe proceedings may 
be irregular, or unlawful. An accurate re- 
giſtry of all truſts might hinder many expen- 


ive ſuits; and the advantages would repay 


any needful coſts, as well as eee the 
trouble. a 
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25 If. an abſtract from the offices were coliae- 
ed, it would; contain ſuch [uſeful informa» 
tion, as would, render its publication invalu- 
able. Titles to public property may be, and 
have, from various cauſes, been defective, 
or unavoidably deſtroyed, which may render 
nde of ih utmoſt i ecke. 95 


ere — * % 112 4 
18 


Al public ann 1 ene 
ſhould be regularly. enrolled, if not annually 
publiſhed. To argue the contrary opinion, 
negative proof of miſappl ication-and- irregu- 
larity- muſt be. requiſite, . Public monies 
ſhould never be diſpoſed of in any manner, ſo 
as to hinder public notoriety, unleſs it could 
be aſſerted; that charities have not been in- 
jured by ; improper ſecurities! - If no indivi- 
dual truſtee ever placed his own” name, or 
that of his friend, to the prejudice of any 
fond, for the ſole advantage of which ic 
was incumbent upon him to act, the record 
of bonds, or other ee 2 a leſs 
neceſſary. 9 Aduon; 


N VVV Parliament 


Parliament has at different times endea- 
vdured to inveſtigate the ſtate of ſuch pro- 
perty, and had a publication, free from any 
limnitations or exceptions enſued, many ad- 
ditional benefits might have been derived. 
If thoſe foundations, to which exceptions. 
had been granted, | had been ever ſo well 
managed, a publication of them might 

ſtil} be of material advantage; and the 
| amiſkon of it might tend to produce an unwil- : 
Hagnels i in others to comply with direc- 


tions which ſeem to hold out a ſuſpicion, 


that equah confidence i is not due to them. 
Whatever is neceſſary to introduce or- 
der and diſpatch in public buſineſs ſeldom 
fails to be amply requited, and to meet with 
general approbation. When perſong in high. 
offices with to ſeclude their own tranſactions, 
- how can they require thoſe in Eos anal : 
rafts to be more communicative? 1 

Nothing could: be a greater check vpon 
| REV in the diſtribution of charitable ap- 
| . . 
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propriations than a compulſory: expoſure of 
them to public inſpection. It ſeems to be 
highly neceſſary, that all ſuch accounts ſhould 
be audited, and that the auditor's report ſhould 
be regiſtered and publiſhed. Not only the 
annval income, but alſo the expenditure 
ſhould be exactly ſpecified. A regular ad- 
herence to the rules preſcribed by the bene- 
factors ſhould be inſiſted on, or if any devia- 
tions ſhould be needful, ſatisfactory reaſons 
ought to be aſſigned. All public truſts ſhould 
have duplicates: of their proceedings regu- 
larly enrolled at ſome public office. It is 
| cuſtomary; at ſome places, to notify bene- 
factions upon boards in a conſpicuous part 
of the church, in ſuch caſes an addition of a 
reference to the will or deed, containing the 
n the hag * be uſeful. 


Wibocol 5 WO 
Preciſion in hike reaoſaſtions would! be 
accompanied with numerous advantages ; 
and there is the greateſt reaſon to hope, that 
if you 5 80880 management of ſome benevo- 
5 OO lent 
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lent iattutien were more geber a noti- 
Lond Fat wiſhing: to % onderſtood, chat 
all charities, which are not publicly account- 
ed for, are ill conducted, but 1 am of opi- 
nion, that thoſe which are the beſt governed, 
might be additionally beneficial by being 
more open to public inſpection. There are, 


it is to be feared, many ſuch foundations, | 


where the intereſt of the charity has not been 
ſatisſactorily conſulted; and where an a- 


mendment might, be expected from an an- 


nual ſtatement being conſtantly publiſhed. 
It is hot to be concluded, becauſe ſuch pub 
lications have; not hitherto been i in general 
ule, that objections would be made to ſuch 
a propofal: it is rather to be hoped, that as 
ſoon as it appears, probable that any incon- 
venience may ariſe from an omiſſion, an im- 
| _adiare concurrence will, be the reſult. If 
aasee the ae e Be Ju many charitable 
| endowments has been diſcovered. to be ob- 


"ff 2 | : jeRionable, | 


— 
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jeRHonable; ; ſince unjuſt ſuſpicions may have 
been entertained of others; ſince the direc- 
tors are only veſted wich limited influence; 


| and fince it appears to be incumbent- upon 


them to uſe their endeavours to promote the 
intereſt and emolument of the charity, as far 


as lies in their power, a publication of their 
| tranſactions ſeems to be, in many reſpects, 
| Fequiſite. A diſcloſure of the various modes 


of managing ſuch funds is the only method 
of diſcriminating the perfections and imper- 
fections of ſuch eſſential concerns. Some 


truſtees may have been negligent, others te- 


nacious ; ; ſome may have been prevented 
from acting, and others may have preferred 
private patronage to the intereſt of the cha- 
rity. Thoſe who have been careleſs may 
have permitted perſons to encroach upon the 
rights of charitable property; while the te- 


nacious may have exhauſted theſe emolu- 


ments in aſſailing the privileges of others. 


Some may have been withholden from lending 
their e who might otherwiſe have 


uſefully 
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uſefully exerted themſelves as managers; and 
others may have afforded numerous proofs 
of preferring private intereſt to that of 
the charity. A record or publication of all 
ſuch proceedings being of courſe required; 
would be an effectual caution and te- 
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- Proviſions have been made by theſe bene- 
votent endowments: for various neceffities, 
and the accumulation of preperty-might, in 


many cafes, afford additional advantage, if 


duly inveſtigated. Some, whoſe ſormer ſitu- 
ations in life had entitled them to better ex- 
pectations, have found a comfortable aſylum 
in ſuch eſtabliſnments; others, empoveriſn 


ed by age, have experienced the benefits | 


of ſuch noble inſtitutions; and by a careful 
and open management of ſuch deſigus, not 
only the numbers, but the allowance might 
be often augmented. The variation in the 
expenſe of living ſhould, in ſuch promotion, 
7 | nal 
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nal intention of the donor would not be fully 
eee 1 EY Sven ver ere 
; „„ Hi 8 SO; iich rf EO vo In. 
n an 1 direction, and ſcrupu- 
lous inveſtigation of appropriations for the 
relief of the poor, av diminution might 
ſometimes be procured in parochial ceſſes, 
and the total ſums beſtowed on the poor 
might be more accurately aſeertained. Foun- 
dations for the education and maintenance 
of children, if annually publiſned, might be 
rendered more efficacious, further regulati- 
ons might be ſuggeſted, and additional ſup- 
port obtained. The active exertions and per- 
manence, if not the future patronage of the 
preſent faſhionable ſeminaries will, in my hum- 
ble opinion, depend much upon their impar- 
tial adminiſtration; and their evident advan- 
tages being ſubmitted to public view. It has 
occurred to ſome, that a conjunction of work- 
| ing ſchools, upon other days, would contribute 
much towards the completion of the benefits 


| wo be derived from the practice of order and 
yo. 55 decent 
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decent behaviour upon Sundays; eſpecially 
- if a regular demeanour at one, ſhould be 


deemed a neceſſary recommendation to the 
other. And it appears to me, that the credit 


of ſuch eſtabliſhments would be greatly pro- 
motedl by ſuch a combination of morals, in- 


duſtry, and proper deportment. 


If all ſuch as received the benefits of any 
ſchool, or other charitable inſtitution, had 


their names alphabetically regiſtered, and 
inquiries could be occaſionably made after 


their fubſequent conduct, the diffuſive ad- 


vantages of ſuch. deſigns might be further 


illuſtrated, improvements might. enſue, and 
many who would otherwiſe- form improper 


connexions, might be reſtrained, by a con- 


ſciouſneſs that an unremitted attention would 
hy ga to their future conduct. 


. 0 
+ + 


3 Funds raiſed 1 by induſtrious mechanics, 
during proſperity, with a view of affording; 
ſomes Jubſequent maintenance in times of 

4 n7 diſtreſs, 
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$0 CHARITABLE FUNDS. 
diſtreſs; tontines, and ſimilar truſts, would 
meet with greater encouragement, if there 
were a requiſition for all ſuch proceedings 
N being annually enrolled at ſome public office; 
that all dopbts reſpecting the integrity of 
their conductors, and the ſafety of ein 
Property, might be ſatisfactorily removed. 
If rulers have it in their power to de- 
fend their actions by money taken out of 
he public fund, while the claimants muſt 
me at their own en fome caution ſcems 
to be * 59, e ie 


„ 
* 2 x 


** proportion as EET agents are TIER 
ed with power, fome means of control are 
required. When ſuch tranſactions are well 
regulated, tbelp benefits become unbounded ; 
but when miſapplication is permitted, miſ- 
chievous con ſequences' cannot fail to enſus.— 
Since not any nation has exceeded ours in 
generous contributions to relieve the various. 

necelſfties of our Now-ctearurds, none 
ſboulcꝭ encel us in pulic teftngnhals of the 
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TABLE FOURTH. 
Record of Charitable or other Public Funds, to be ſent to a Regiſtry-Office. 
PLACE and DATE of „ 4 


\ of 3 with Das and Sums of Value A 7 | 
Places where there is any Property belonging to the Truſt. 
Alp habetica Lift 1 "Governors or "Truſtees, with the Dates of Election, and Profeſſion, &c. 
thoſe Perſons, who have received Diſtributions, with the Dates and WS: 
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wad of anner For , rrowed lent Original | Preſent Annual Annual perty has Profits a- aces where Donor's Direc. 
ws _—_ what and on and } Value, Value. prongs. Expendi- + bren ſold & & rifing from | Deeds, Wills, tions; or othey 
Kind diſpoſal ] Pur- j what Se- how ſe- | ture. to what Sales. or Bonds are Miſcellancous 

, | poſes,  curity, f cured, _ Amount kept. Remarks. 
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N. B. By ſuch a Table a WES Liſt of all theſe Particulars 3 the ie Kingdom might be obtained 
which Woune prove of eſſential * in ſubſequent R egulations. | 
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TAXES and PAROCHIAL RATES. 


HERE is ſcarcely any public concern 
deemed more burthenſome, or ſub- 


mitted to with greater reluctance, than the 


payment of ſuch demands, although their 


| neceſſity and advantage muſt be generally 


acknowledged. They have been ſaid to 
have encouraged induſtry, to be neceſſary in 
lieu of perſonal ſervices, and that the aboli- 


tion of them could not be effected without 
great inconvenience to the ſtate. Their end- 
leſs accumulation renders an inquiry into the 


methods by which they are conducted, a ſub- 
ject of univerſal importance. It appears to 
have been the intention of the legiſlature, 
that, as far as circumſtances would admit, a 
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82 TAXES and PAROCHIAL RATES. 
combination of impoſts ſnould equally affect 
the people at large; as well as that the 
ſtricteſt impartiality ſhould be preſerved in 
all the neceſſary regulations. lt is incum- 
bent upon us to ſubmit to ſuch tribute as 
may be legally impofed, but the extent of 
ſubordination is compriſed in a due obedi- 
ence to the laws. Freedom conſiſts in laws 
being regularly ordained, and uniformly; ex- 
ecuted. A wiſe nation will be actuated by a 
ſpirit of juſtice, and every denomination is 
equally entitled to the nn of a good 
Government. Num satzes bas y2i400950 


, : 
Yoo a m4 
* 


e ee eee of all publie 
requiſitions would conduce both to public | 
and private intereſt, and every attempt to 
defeat an equitable and clear regulation of. 
public claims ſhould meet with general dif- | 
approbation- The. enormous amount of 
ſuch injunctions renders a judicious, explicit, 
and impartial management highly neceſſary. 
T heſe concerns ſhould. be directed +folaly for 
public 
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TAXES and PAROCHIAL RATES. 83 
public advantage, nor ſhould any individual 
be permitted to have a ſeparate intereſt 
therein. i 0 

No myſterious, obſcure, or partial forms 
ſhould be allowed, but the greateſt perſpi- 
cuity ſhould be enforced, that the commiſſi- 
oner, aſſeſſor, collector, and contributor 
might be alike able to aſcertain the princi- 
ples upon which each adjuſtment ſhould be 
regulated, why | 


Many taxes have been prudently repealed 


from their having been proved to have ope - 


rated partially, and many judicious amend- 
ments have been annexed to others with a 
view of obviating future ſubterfuge. If it 


has been deemed needful to repeal, or correct 


an impoſt, becauſe it had been found par- 


tial; ſtrange as it may appear, it is equally 


neceſſary to conſtitute ſome new arrange- 
ment in proportioning all public exactions, 
ſince they are throughout inadequate. As 
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84 TAXES and PAROCHIAL RATES. 
ſuch claims are in general in an imperfect 
ſtate, it is much to be regretted, that greater 0 
attention ſhould not have been paid to the 
efficacy of exiſting duties, rather than the 
inſtitution of additional taxes. The impoſi- 
tion of a certain ſum per cent. upon levies 
ſeems to be highly objectionable, on account 
of the improbability of determining what is 
exactly due, and becauſe it becomes unintel- 
ligible to the majority of contributors. An 
immethodical and unequal ſtate of taxation 
cannot fail to prove a conſiderable loſs to 
Government, and an oppreſſion to numerous 
individuals. The defect in point of form 
creates great irregularity, and the dif] propor- 
tion far exceeds what has been commonly 
underſtood. The chief cauſe of ſuch diffi- 
culties is the want of a regulation, by which 
due proportions might be univerſally ad- 


and 


| To equaliſe ſuch requiſitions may be e- 
ſteemed an arduous taſk, but the completion 
| of 
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of ſach a ſcheme would prove more effici- 
ent, than any preſent duty; and be ſtrictly 
equitable, fince perſons who had previouſly 
enjoyed -undue advantages would be the 
principal ſufferers. ' There ſhould be ſome 


modification which could be univerſally en- 


Joined, ſo that no diſproportion in different 
pariſhes, or even in the ſame place, might 
in future regulations occur. An uniform 


plan might be contrived which would be a 


perpetual guidance, and could not fail to 
meet with general approbation. So long as 
the cuſtomary rules remain themſelves i im- 


perfect, adequate proportions in public im- 
poſts cannot be procured. A multiplicity of 
errors has too often occaſioned an accu- 


mulation, by diſcouraging any requiſite in- 


quiries. Confuſion and intricacy create ar- 


bitrary power, while order and regularity 
check it. Complex forms may afford undue 
advantages to ſuch as perfectly comprehend 
them; but this benefit will generally be pro- 
duced at the expenſe of others, to whom they 
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85 TAXIS and PAROCHIAL RATES. 

may remain inexplicable. From the nume- 
rous variations in the adjuſtment of the ſame 
levy, not only in different, but even in the 
ſame pariſhes, one might conclude, that mu- 
tability in method had been reckoned to be 
a perfection. The introduction of order, 


and a general conformity to a ſimilar mode, 


could not be more difficult to accomplith in 


the direction of ceſſes, than that which muſt 


have occurred in many other public con- 


cerns. Nothing diſcourages us more from 
new undertakings than difficult beginnings. 
Simplicity in the management of public af- 
fairs is the beſt expedient for aboliſhing 1 in- 


tricacy, and eradicating unequal charges. 


An impartial inveſtigation of ſuch claims 


may tend to demonſtrate the neceſſity of 
ſome reformation, and alſo the benefit which 
is likely to accrue from a well regulated 


plan. There ſhould no levy be permitted to 


continue ineffectual, nor ſhould any perſons 
who n neglect, or artfully evade juſt 
8 * 
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demands, be allowed to paſs unnpticed.” An 
inefficacious tax may in various ways become 
materially prejudicial. Many uſeful regula- 


tions, ſuch as requiſite memorials, may be- 
come fruitleſs in conſequence, of inattention 


to public injunctions :* the more honourable: 
may contribute, while the more captious 
may elude ſuch payments: a loſs: may be 
: ſuſtained by the ſtate, which muſt be repair- 
ed by additional burdens on the ſobjects at 
larghy # or from certain circumſtances be more. 
limited: and a ſucceſsful eluſion of one levy: 
may encourage ſimilar attempts to evade : 
others. All perſons legally amenable to 
public cuſtoms ſhould be conſtrained to com- 
ply, nor ſhould any demands be compulſory, 
if the contributor could produce ſatisfactory 
evidence, that other reſciants in the ſame 
pariſh, and under the fame predicament, had 
not alſo been aſſeſſed. Such impoſts as are 


evaded by ſome, and paid by others, ſhould -- | 
either be repealed, or more ſtrictly enforced; 
ſince diſproportion cannot fail to be injuri- 
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88 TAXES and PAROCHIAL RATES. 
ous in conſequence of its being partial. It 
does not appear to have been deemed crimi- 
nal to have eſcaped ſuch demands, or to have 
procured redreſs at the expenſe of either pub- 
lic or private intereſt. A perſon who is over- 
rated, is often incapable of obtaining that 
relief, which could not fail to reſult from a 
more impartial plan. 


The greateſt encouragement ſhould be 
given to thoſe who anſwer public requiſiti- 
ons with the ſtricteſt fidelity; and noncon- 
formity ſhould, as far as poſlible, be repreſ- 
ſed. An aſſiduous attention in preventing 
partial adjuſtment i is necdful in behalf of the 
former, and an equivalent compenſation 
* ſhould be ſtrictiy exacted from the latter. 
Variations in the adjuſtment of public de- > 
mands are ſo frequent, that it is doubtful, if 

any inſtance could b be produced of a claim j4 

of his ſort having been regularly proporti- 93 
oned throughout the kingdom. Objections 
: might be urged againſt moſt of che methods b 
8 | now 
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now in uſe, (and others will perhaps add 
againſt any the moſt correct,) yet endeavours 
to obtain a more perfect plan, than that at pre- 
ſent practiſed, would certainly be advanta- 
geous and commendable. Juſtice and equa- 
lity may reaſonably be requeſted by every 
contributor. The accuſtomed rules are too 


defective to be relied on, and hence the ſet- 
ting out is rendered imperfect. Unleſs ac- 
curate catalogues of perſons liable to be aſ- 
ſeſſed, (if not alſo of thoſe ſuppoſed to be 


exempt, ) be previouſly arranged; unleſs the 


- mode of adjuſting valuations be ſimilar and 
uniform; and unleſs fictitious regulations be 


effaced, impartiality and exactneſt cannot 
be reaſonably expected. 


There are few perſons who will inquire 


whether public demands become due or not, 


When no! intimation has been previouſly given 
to them. From the irregularity with which 


the names of contributors are commonly 
ran nor dsa much unneceſſary time and 
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trouble are beſtowed. in finding them out, 
but many omiſſions in populous places are 
liable to happen. Mistakes in parochial | 
rates frequently occur from ſuch claims be⸗ 
ing ſeparately demanded, and many errors 
in taxes are avoided by their conjunction in 
the ſame book. The addition of an alpha- 
betical liſt of the inhabitants, with well re- 
gulated valuations, and the aſſeſſments com- 
bined in the manner of taxes, I conceive 
would raiſe the amount of public payments | 
beyond the moſt ſanguine expectation. The. of: 
alphabetical, would then be a check upon 
the neighbour-row liſt, in diſcovering omiſ-/ 
_ Hons; valuations being properly adjuſted, 
demands would be more adequate; and aſ- 
ſeſſments being all compriſed in the ſame 
book, neither any omiſſions or variations in | 
| the valuation of ſeparate. ceſſes could eſcape 
notice. It would. not be difficult to point 
out inſtances, to prove che neeeſſity of ſuch 


exactaeſs and unife nity,” or to expatiate 
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ſeheme. The greateſt diſproportion i in ſuch 
collections originates in the total uncertainty 

of valuations, and in the regulations which 
have been called directions for the govern- 
ance of ſuch demands. The real rental, no- 
mitial rentals of different kinds, the land fax, 
the poor tate, and other ſuch rules have been 
choſen, but unleſs theſe were previouſly more 


cotrecł and uniform, it is impoltible that 


1 


they ſhould produce that” impartiality to 


; which : on contributors 1 to be Juſtly en- 


* * 5 % ö 5 F Y 4 x 9 - 
t ned. 9 * 43S | , 42 E 10 * * 4 {> 6 4 $1 - 4 WY 1 * ” TS. 


* ＋ - b + 1 33 * * 
wig > * — * 0 | 8 8 . £4 "4 * ” S$' - , by 
4 5 HIPS 1 TAS „ 244.445 4+4 43.42 3 2E 


10 


Anotlier effential oblkacle to va 
inthe regulation of inipoſts, is che variety of 
f oppoſite interefls which prevail. The owner, 
the occnpier, the land and the houſe-holder, 5 

the leafe- Holder; che tenant a it will, the under 


tehant; tlie merchant, the mänüöfacturer, the 
HW 6ecupies J is | own 5 


farmer, and A pe ſ 

premiſes, in conjunRtion” with thoſe apper- 
taiting de atiother,” f may be ba gs 
opp N ite 2 3 | 22 $i OY bins: 5 ns 


== 


© 


. x 
N 96 — a 1 W 
yore r 


Jo 


* Tedd 1 my 
3 


W 


ol 
* — N r 
r 1 1 
* ne * ve 


_— — : 
WN 
„ 


-_ 


* 
4 
” 
* 
8. 
| 
* 

> 


a 


% 


92 TAXES and PAROCHIAL RATES. 


Such manifold diſtinctions render a more 


invariable form of valuation not only needful 
for numerous individuals, but of the gr eateſt 


importance to the ſtate. The more abſtruſe 
the general arrangement is, and the eaſier it 
may be for any particular intereſt to predo- 


minate, and of courſe the more ſimple and 
limited the plan is, and che more the ad- 
vantage of individuals, ſeparate from, the 


communiey, wilt be aan. aac Gs 
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merit our attention. If at one place the for- 


mer regulates the latter, and vice verſa ; and 
If at other places they were kept diſtinct, 


what a variety in the proportion of the ſums 


collected muſt at different places enſue ! As 


the augmentation or diminution oſ the re- 
venue cannot fail to be materially affected by 


ſuch changes, a queſtion: of great importance | 


to the miniſter x reſults. Were ſome. rule aſ- 


certained whether one ſhould direct the other, 7 
or a « ditinction ſhould be Made, the deter- 


* mination 
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mination would create an eſſential difference 
in the payments. One pariſn being ſubject 
to a high regulation, may pay conſiderably 
more than what is legally due; while another 
may contribute little in proportion to its 


lawful chare. It would ſeem but reaſonable 


and juſt; that a preciſe method of adjuſting 
all ſuch demands ſhould be inſtituted; that 
every. 1 infringement ſhould be vigilantly 
5 Suar ded againſt, and whenever it mi ght be 

detected, a pecuniary forfeit, proportioned 
to the wilfulneſs or repetition of the offenſe, 
ſhould be exacted for the benefit of the fund; 


or of the informiant, provided that no failure 
had, at any time, occurred in the diſcharge 
of his own payments. A reviſal of the pre- 


ſent duties, ſo conſtructed as to produce an 
; impartial adminiſtration, could not fail to 
acquire general applauſe, and the total a- 


mount ane be beyond een accu- 


mulated. 160 
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| difficult.to manage than. pardchizbcedies, yet 


the former is more explicit and regular, and 


contains many directions worthy: of being a- 
dopted in the latter. Whatever defects have 


been commonly obſerved to be exceeded in 


that of parochial demands, It might have 
been ſuppoſed, tfiat as each pariſn has had 


5 ſuch latitude in conducting its own forms, ſo 


b many improvements would have. been gras - 


 -. 


dually ifuggeſted, as would haue completed 
theſe: momentous concerns. By an andu- 


ous ſelection from the: various mechlerih 


uſe, ſuch a plan might nen eee 
tend to preuent many mi 


ne advantages. => + . E 7 | 2 : 44.54 21 Fl 3 7 
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0 The vagur paerhod: of furcharging, and 
| determining appcals,. is not leſs.deſery 
Y ioveitigation;/.a0d it. ig worthy, of inquiry, 

Whether a conſiderable. portion of the ſums 


| raiſed by ſurcharges i is not partially exacted. 


1 Soch adionalclayns have been ſometimes 
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made upon mere fuppolition, without any 
inquiry or information. If the ſurcharge is 
upon an article which has required the fig- 
nature of the perſbn, it amounts to an accu- 


ſation, and at leaſt muſt be accompanied | 


with a'neceſſity of appeal, without any te- 


dreſs for the trouble or diſſatisfaction. As a 
conſiderable fine may be exacted from the 


contributor, ſhould he be proved guilty of a 
deception, an officer, who wantonly accuſes, 
| ſhould” be under compulſion to make the 
perſon ſurcharged, without previous care, 
ſome fatisfactory recompenſe. At one place, 
the valuation affixed by ſurveyors deputed 
by Government, is prohibited from being 


changed, and it has alſo been preferred as a 
guidance for aſſeſſments; at another, ſuch 
valuation or ſurcharge of Government has 
been materially altered by appeals. The 
rules by which theſe determinations have 
| been directed have been equally mutable, 
and unbertain. Sometimes a tar, and ſome- 
times a parochial levy, has been choſen. as 


aer. „ 
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T hoſe who are aſſeſſed at the full valua- 
tion muſt be over-rated ; and thoſe who are 
relieved by appeals, ſubject to reduced va- 
Tuatiohs, muſt be under-rated, | - Appellants 
may be redreſſed, while others equally bur- 
dened may continue to Pay an undue propor- 
tion; nor can ſuch perſons as omit to ap- 
peal be deemed negligent, unleſs they were 
previouſly informed of the reſolutions of the 
commiſſioners for that reſpective pariſh, . If 
an individual diſcovers that the furcharge 
does not exceed the real value of his. pre- 
miles, he might reaſonably expect, that any 
mitigation would be refuſed, and yet her may 
afterwards have the mortification to find, 
that an application would not have been 
fruitleſs, and that his ſubſequent payments 
will be diſproportionate. | Surcharges, if 
unlimited, may greatly accumulate the par- 
| tiality and burdens of taxation. | The cauſe. 

of 3 may 5 depend upon 
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number of houſes was multiplied confider- 
ably, the': tax. decreaſed, and of courſe a 
ſurcharge became” needful. The want of a 
fixed and uniform regulation cannot be more 
evident than in producing ſuch effects, 
and unleſs, when ſurcharges may be deemed 
\ neceſſary, greater attention be paid to pre- 
vent partiality, ſilent contributors will ge- 
nerally bear a principal part of the additional 
encumbrance. A ſubſequent examination 
of the ſtate of ſuch. taxes as have been ſur- 
; charged, or a conſtant care to preſerve equa- 
lity in tk the general contributions, muſt be 
abſolutely ed ror to n order and 


BY . LM 


«a 9 
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"The execution 25 the buſineſs has i in many 
inſtances been inſufficiently attended to. The 
appointment of perſons to act without an ac- 
quaintance with the nature of the employ- 
ment, has afforded frequent diſcontent, efpe- 
cially in populous pariſhes, The number of 


the ſame pariſh, and for the ſame 
| N tan 


tax or 511 has alſo created conſiderable ir- 
tegularity. Great inconvenienee has! ariſen 
to thoſe who have been directed to act, and 
deputies have been neceſſarily appointed. 
rm collections having been made by per- 
ſons who have neither written the contents of 
the boole, or been able to explain them, ma- 
ny contributors have expreſſed diffatisfaction, 
and ſome hav © refufed payment, until the 
officer could ſatisfy the perſon of the method 
in which the form was directed. Whoeber 
conſiders the imenſe ſums raiſed by Paro- 
chial as well as national” rates, cannbt fall to : 
ſee the propriety of the/buſir eſs being care 
fully and impartially executed.” The perſon 
who aſſeſſes one part of a'pariſh ſhould aſſeſs 
the whole,” and he wh writes out 2 
eee eee ee or 
rather all the aſſeſſments ſhotld like taxes, 
| book, By-&note-at - the b ton of each 
pige, or f Preartible, the methed of ailefiing 
ef, fate might be: 6 Titifadborily Explained... 
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The aſſaſſor ſhould. notify all changes, and 
endeavour to preſerye the equal form agreed 
an hy more general body of officers, wh 

ſnouldiugge of the. alterations propoſed: to 


be.inſerted, by the: aſſeſſor. The. collector 


ſhould write gut his own books, or if a ſub- 
ſtitute he required, they ſhould. be written 


under his on direction, and his examination 
of them be. teſtified, that he might be reſpon- 
ble for the hole tragſaction; and perſectiy 
copyenſant with each entry: A proper ſalary 


5 be eallonedy..nod.dntercl ſnguld not 
„ the inhabitants 


| ———— — office, 
and the neceſſaty qualifieations, they would 
readily pęrceive the impropriety: of chuſing 


rats 


a perſan;ingapable.of fulfiVing die ttuſt. A 


failure in electingi a praper perſon would oc 
caſion the greateſt general: diſſatisfaction, i 
not frequent partiality. Ftomꝭ ther igno- 
rance in which many officers have been kept, 
numerqus improvements harę been preclud- 


eq and Fomplex; forms have no: been ſuffi- 
N 2 ciently 


* ciently diſcouraged: Many vb now execute 
ſuch buſineſs might be much more uſefully 
employed as committdes to watch over col. 
lectors, and to preſerve a ſtriòd impartiality. 
An officer, who receives the monty, ſhould 
pay it into the hands of a weaſurer or banker, 
and have _— ke with the expendi- 


ture. 1ittu n e er Mb sen 775 1 17 


nne my 3 +030 :3124.0% 004% 10 
© Complinane might ande- n 
bad-conduRed aha largt * 
for a few years, he would, for his own eaſe, 
ſuggeſt many improvements to the fatisfat- 
tion of the contributor; wõ¶r would in return 
anſwer: demands more cheerfully, from being 
poerſuaded of their! rectitude. Phe b * 
between che pace andthe comzibutor 


av6f ir was uae demand from” the for- 
mer for his ſole advantagt d a payment 
nn eee warded 


lector, having completed his books, mould 


have pritited forms, | and draw out a ſeparate 
bin for each perſon on whom be had any 
demand. Theſe bills mould be del vered to 

| each inhabitant, who ſhould either return an 
x + Fee it, u upon 
ohe of the 4194 publicly advertiſed, to the k 
appointed bie. The regiſter From which 
che bills wete ta ken mould be oper! to the 
intpertion of all contfi tors, an 4 book 
öutd be ready for an obſerver to make any 
remarks, to which he might think proper to 
add his date and lignature. The fame ma: ma- 
ae ſhould be adopted thiroughdvt the 
king 1 each pariſh miglit partake of 
2 e eral” improvements; „ and to enſure 
n e van vantage, the whole of. the 
5 cedings of every parilki ſhould be annu- 


bannt ni tied Ro, fore ome public office to be 
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Te 25 ok books PUTT be the fame, | 


both for taxes. and celles, throughout the 
kingdom; 
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kingdom: chat is the mo 9. vf, valua- 
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rion, and otller e ; ſhould... be 
t 41, 114 boy 5! Is ih : wp Fe 1 
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| joined, an 1 pd placed 1 Lip a 7770 rr — . — 0 
oppoſite the number, name in, eee 
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order, profeſſion « or trade, reſidence, fixed 
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valuation; 5 575 of tenure neighbour-row, a 
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Iſt, or ich clburaitinces as might be cjudged 


| en de 210356 
needful. Rate ver was found to | be gene- 


rally uſeful ſhould be ado ted, 29h Private, 
«$4 Y 282 yet Fo e PIR 17 — 

contracts, or the convenience, of of a ſeparate, 

Was St 0 49! 

pariſh, diſtin from the the benefit, 0 1 85 . 
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munity, | hould be excluded. _ A volt ume 
containing a z neighbour-row liſt t of occupiers, 
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with the « owners names when | theſe, were g 1 
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| ferent, and the e pres cedi ing appendants of the 


trade, or relidence, might be a annexed to this, 
lift, if deemed. more Proper; a, reference. | 
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mould alſo be 13821 to the al Iphaberical book, 
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In vety large towns a general index refering. 


FLY 11 1 


to every ſeparate volume might be needful. 
By way of further reſtraint and order, an 


| en teme 

enumieration of fuch inhabitants as were not 
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eſteemed hable to the payment of any public 
| demands, ſhould be alſo taken. | There 
ſhould be diterent books for each year ig 
large towns, bur in f ſmaller. pariſhes it might |; 
be more x E oper to continue the fame bock, 
but to write o out che neceſſary demands. for, 
every year, which would be more likely to 
occalion any alterations: o be e kr (Rog 
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convenience, and obtai in the ſatisfaBtion; of 
each contributor, a compliance with one 
reſtriction. on his: pa re could ſcarcely be 

| ib 1 jt; 5 11/OC (E198 4 1405 
doubted. 


mean a certificate of every real 
rental With og nature: 0 the tenure. | * he. 
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perſon- Who! pays to public demands bas a 
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juſt claim to © impartial ly charged, but if. 


he expect be pr 72 tion, he ſhould t not re 
fule'co ſupply the only; means of pr 
bäh the only; means of procyring 
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uſe of pernicious" materials. Would it not 
be as reaſonable that the. frames of glaſs of 


hot-houſes — bei n as any other 8 


nen a YEIPIETS 


999 


| The tial ne is more impor- 


tant than any of the reſt. The valuation of pre- 


miſes is the main ſpring by which the com- 


ponent parts ſhould be ſupported : before 
we can judge of the corrections required, we 
ſhould take a ſurvey of the men en 
ker eee 


"RO. 
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The tn variety th = which 
public claims have been adjuſted, could not 
poſſibly effect an impartial equality in the : 
reſpective charges. Valuations have been 
made in various manners: from real and 


from. nominal rentals; by the inhabitants 
themſelves by perſons reſiding i in the neigh- 


bourhood; by commiſſioners empowered by 
| late aQzof parliament, and by diſtant and diſ- 


3- gratuitonſly and for hire; 
0 EE 


1 & * 4% > * 
1 . "Ig — : + : ISL 
1 . * * 4 0 — o by * 
— — =. n 22 al + , — 3 1 — F 8 n 
„ 4 — > - 4 | Nr. 2 —_— _— 
- « Tas earn os . "RF: A , : a 
rr * . . g h fs e * 2 by, 
— _ a ae Db dT Mas pts $5.3 WM 
* 


— 
8 1 

_ — 
— — 
— — rnb 


pon 


+ IF. ELISA eats 
7 oo, oo — 


Re”. = 
— — — 


* 
au 


— 


A 22 
— * ů— — 
- 


, 
— 


100 TAXES and PAROC 41 


by TP of landed — þ: bye commer- 
0 ial appraiſers or by a ſelect committee of 
united intereſts, or of perſons accuſtomed to 
valve different kinds of poſſeſſions. Not 
only real rentals have differed much, but the 
imaginary rentals have undergone numerous 
kinds of reduction. Land and houſes have 
been at one place eſtimated exactly the dame, 
while at others various deductions for houſes 
| have , beeen adopted. The valuation for 
taxes has been ſelected as a regulation at ſome 
places, and vice verſa and ſurcharges have 
been obſerved to Proven: deen irre- 
erh ene won att arid 
bo bt; © I BIN 8 fr wide; i 
; / The u oiicertaltity of the A any | 
determined value has been equally-irregular. 
An eſtimate has continued unaltered; for time 
immemorial, or t has been ſubjectito an- 
nual correction. The changes have uſuallß 
been limited to ſome ceſs, Which has been 
x intended to regulate all other aſſeſſments, if 
not taxes; but from i its obſeure and complex 
. FRE 58 5 ot, 
| 1 | 
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form, it has ſeldom been ſtrictly obſerved in 
practice. D Many alterations have appeared 
to involve the form in enn perplexity. 

aioon | 1 
The land tax, the Poor eit the acre, 
the rental, an agreement at a veſtry meeting, 
with a variety of regulations, have been 


adopted. It would be natural to inquire if 
there were an abſolute neceſſity for ſo many 


changes for the requifite accommodation 


ol diſtinct pariſhes? Contrivances to ſuit the 


intereſt of individuals might require various 
methods ta be practiſed, but a correct and 
uniform plan would cd: conduce 
more to public advantage. Th 
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| Argumente have been urged in defence 


of all the different methods, and as many 


objections have been propoſed. Some 
have preferred the full rental as the beſt 
general regulation, and the leaſt ſubject to 
create any obſcurity; while others have 


| complained, that it was a lardſhip' if a Per- | 
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ſon indulged with a low rental,” ſhould 
on that account contribute Jeſs to all pub- 
He demands. A queſtion has been aſk- 
ed in reply, if the ſame objection did not 
obeur to reduced land tax, or a defaleated 
Poor rate? Thoſe wh prefer nominal ren- 
tals qſeem to expect ſome advantage from ſe- 
eluding real ones; while their opponents 
| advance, that, on a public inquiry, the real 
ones would be aſcertained, and the diſguiſe 
detected; chat che miſchievous conſequences 


. which enſue cannot he tecompenſed. Some 


have choſen to fk a value upon every 

perſonꝭs premiſes as the mort certain direc- 

tion ſor regulatingb public claims; while 

orbrers have alleüügwd) that ſuch i eſtimates 

have genkraliꝝ buen unequally made. The 
valuation ſettled hy aſſeſſors ot other, officers 
appointed by Governnient; has been pre- 
ſerred by fortie '/as' a gu ide Hor managing 
publie demands ef both Kinds; while others 
hape (devified it mere adviſeable to reduce 

i ſuclt charges to ſuit ſome tax; or ceſs termed 
inks - <0 | 5 the 
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- the regulation. The land tax and poor ceſs 
bs haye been alſo eſteemed, maſt, proper for the” t: 
guidance of other demands; but the various 15 
eſtimates of theſe rules have been equally ob- 18 | 
jected to, and the reductions contrived, in 15 
the poor rate have « been, eſteemed. conſide- 
rable obſtacles to the propriety: of . 
ſuch ne 
2-591. dbb dildo 
An ee been 8 
though rarely, to the payment af a regulating 
ceſs by the landlord. A deduction of ſo much 
per cent. with a view of preventing a certain | 
deſcription of perſons from becoming charge 
able, has been allowed; but ta this method - "_— 
has been objected; that if ſuch aſcheme were 5 
intended to ſulfib then daſign, che payment 
"wag ſhould not be voluntary, but obligatory, nor 
ſhould ſuch indulgenceohave any power of 
ſubſequent and unlimited hene fits to owners 
or their tenants, in other: regulations. It 
mult be conſeſſed, that che variety of forms, 
which hazohasp AGOPIngz das) been accom» 
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panied with numerous defects in practice. 
Unequal valuations - and rentals, reduced 
taxes or aſſeſſments, nominal inſtead of real 
valuations, contracts or contriyances be- 
tween landlord and tenant, or for the advan- 
tage of a ſeparate parith,, have all tended t to 
perplex theſe momentous concerns. 75 


A kn | has ſucceſsfully eluded payment 
for want of legal form: another has refuſed 
to pay becauſe. he did not comprebend: 
that form, in the direction of which he was 
immediately concerned : and a third has had 
no demand ma of one ceſs, to. the diſcharge 
of which he was equally ſubject, although 
he has contributed largely to others. A 
double claim has been made of one rate in 
25 proportion to another. An exaction has 
deen compelled from an individual, when 

many others in the ſame pariſh were as li- 
able to the levy. An enumeration of 
inconveniences and partialities; that would 
occur plans: a ſtrict , would be tedi - 


ous, | 
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ous, and perhaps the preſent! might ſuffice 
to demonſtrate the neceſſity bf "ſome ſtep 
being taken to procure an amendment. — 
Although all parties wiſh to maintain the 
preference of their- own form, yet none ap- 

pear ro be ſatisfied, but the neteffity of ſome 
reformation ſeems to be ns deln 
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mY mtidchey⸗ and cation ckelt may | 
frequently be deluſory, ahd public be füper- 
ſeded by priv'te intereſt” The abſtruſe modes 
in uſe have admitted of various (deviations 
from original plans, and thoſe regulations 
which have been chofen to guide others, 
have been themſelves too incorrect. Thoſe 
who haue experienced the benefit of want of 
| perſpicul ty; will naturally defehd obſcure 
methods. The defects in ſuch valuations and 
difſtributions hive been found fo diſfatisfac- 
3 anne mere of ſtricter 
dug a is conterned procuring an'ade adequate | 
| adjuſtment, 
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- adjuſtment, nor ſhould: his ſolicitations, if 
_ candidly and impartially ſubmitted to the 
public, be deemed obtruſive, or treated 
with contempt, unleſs it could be argued, 
that the preſent forms were incapable of im- 
provement. Ifall the methods in uſe have oc- 
_cafioned diſcontent, and if impartiality can- 
not be thereby effected, means of. redreſs 
ſeem to be _— an of a e 


A Gavite 


n EI 10 . eo pr dc 


A from my own profeſſion, I ſhould compare 


che ſtate of public demands to a diſeaſe; the 
comes, relief muſt in time become abſolutely 
neceſſary; and ſince ſucceſs is often in pro- 
portion to the early adminiſtration of a 
remedy, the ſooner means to obtain a cure 
re applied, and the leſs difficulty will be 
8 likely to be experienced. Having traced the 5 
een and cauſes ſo fur us to have inveſ- 
: tigated the diforder, let us proceed to point 
out the probable method of alleviating the 
on 22 malady ; 
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T he, arrangement, of forms for, collecting 
of nationgl, and parith, rates, has, been, found 
prefegable,as ſome. places to others, Re, 

a ſcrutin b all the different. Methods, many 
uſeful. regulations might 7 ſelected. Ava- 
| luation, ngt only for eve V. d ferent ceſs, but, 
even for each pariſhioner, has been annually. 
ſettled at 2 Veſtryj me NSH cer, ar ter 
times a ſelect, committeegor a3 Jurva 4 have been 
appointech to trap! 6 The buſineſs, Ag Jer 2 
ence in the xalue of houſes and land, t together, 
with all reductions eee 

en. totally excluded, | Alte ergtions tengling. 

o equ ſe aluatięns, I have , been weg 
times ae e Is. © Perſons 5 AGc -ultomed. 
PEFS Pf different ſorts o of  poſſeſi- 
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ality has been obtained, that no neceſſity for 
| | relief, by appeal from ſurcharges, has at 
that place occurred. An individual has, of 
his own accord, taken an alphabetical liſt of 
| the inhabitants of a large town, which plainly ; 
proved the defect of the uſual imperfe& 
neighbour-row lifts, eſpecially thoſe com- 
mencing with the owners names. The beſt 
form has appeared to be that containing the 
occupiers hames in houſe-row, the reſi- 
dence, e valuation and, in a progreſſive 
Ene, each diſtin ceſs with the charges, | 
then the total amount, and a e for miſ- 
cellaneous obſervations. | 


F * 
* — p 


- ies e Riyal eee n et ebpendk⸗ 
ture, which would do honour to thoſe 
who preſide, and it is to be regretted, that 
the beſt forms are not univerſally prac- 
Aiſed, ſince by that means the ſtrongeſt proofs 

might be given of the manner of conducking | 
the poor, and managing other parochial bu- 

ſineſs. A want of uniformity cannot fail to 5 

a2; PE . be 
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be detrimental. To preſerve our valuable 
conſtitution from encroachments, its con- 
ſtituen parts ſhould be methodically arrang- 
ed, and impartially conducted. 


; e Lt 
| 4t 


I am welt perſuaded, that a conviction of F 
errors is often as difficult to be obtained, as 1 I 
the taſk of enumerating them is unpleaſant. 5 1 
The excluſion of public affairs from general j 
view has been productive of many difinge- 

nuous, if not diſhonourable practices. A 
depravity of morals may not unfrequently be 
attributed to the facility and ſucceſs with - 
which public integrity has been violated. 

| ſtricter punctuality in public tranſactions 
might gradually effect a more uniform rec- 
titude in private concerns. By a conſtant 

diſeloſure of public buſineſs it would be ma- 
naged with greater eaſe and aſſiduity, and 
miſtakes or miſap plication would be more 

effectually prevented. Dependants acting 
1 officially would have leſs temptation to err, 

1 8 ſince no one could reaſonably requeſt a per- 

ſon to ſorfeit his reputation with the commu- 
nity to oblige an individual. | = 
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A record of all the preſent valuations, with 
their dates, and the manner of regulating 
them, together with all the forms now in 
uſe for collecting of national and parochial 
claims, ſhould be enrolled at ſome public 
office. A publication of ſuch a ſtatement 
_ would more effectvally convince the public 
of the preſent imperfections, than all the ar- 
guments that could be advanced. A review 
of this ſort might ſuggeſt a thouſand judici- 
ous inſtructions, and produce innumerable 
ultimate advantages. All nominal valuati- 
ons and myſterious deductions would be 
expunged, on account of the latitude thereby 
afforded to general diſproportion and partia- 
lity. All occupiers would be enjoined to 
pay ſuch demands, nor would any regulati- 
ons for the benefit of a ſingle pariſh, or for 
the ſeparate advantage of individuals, be al- 
lowed to be intermixed with the general de- 
ſign. A previous acquaintance with all the 
real rentals would be diſcovered ro be the 
ee means of being the faireſt va- 


Eon luations 
Fl | | 
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luations for univerſal practice. [Perſons ex- 
perienced in valuing different ſorts of poſſeſ- 
ſions, and thoſe totally unconnected with 
the parties concerned, would be found to be 
the moſt unexceptionable appraiſers. Out 
of the whole compilation might be ſelected 


many circumſtances, which would concur to 


eſtabliſh a more impartial. plan, than that at 


preſent in uſe. The expenſe of conducting 


ſuch a ſcheme would be amply defrayed by 
its ſubſequent emolument and advantage ; 
and it would cooperate ih adjuſting uniform 
regulations for future management. 


Every perſon. ſhould be obliged to certify 
the nature of his tenure, and if a tenant, his 
ſull rental. We have been long in the habit 


ofannexingour ſignature to the number of ſer- 
vants and horſes which we keep, and there 
vould ſeem to be no greater hardſhip in adding 
our rentals, or the nature ofour tenure. Such an 
obligation ſhould be inſtituted, not with an in- 
tention that a public levy ſnould be proporti- 
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oned to a peculiar rental, but as an aid in 
procuring a regular adjuſtment. A low 


rental might be occaſionally advanced in af- 
fixing a general valuation, as well as an ex- 


orbitant one be reduced; and yet proportion- 


ate regulations between a poor and a rich part 
ol the country, might be made ſuitable to 


the general rentals. By an aſcertainment of 
rentals in general, and by a ſtrict attention 


to other public requiſitions, owners who were 
occupiers might be equally charged with 
their neighbours, and a more impartial and 
atis factory regulation than has hitherto been 


in uſe, might be readily obtained. A clear in- 


| formation of all zeal rentals, together with an 


attention to the payments of taxes in gene- 
ral, would enable thoſe who were appointed 


conductors, to proportion public demands 


with as much accuracy as circumſtances. 
would allow; and when rentals or valuations 
were equaliſed throughout the realm, the 
Principal difficulty. would be ſurmounted. 


Ibm made: of eſtimating * and the 


fixed 
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fixed valuations, ſhould be exadtly' fimilar 
throughout the kingdom; and indeed the 
whole of the form ſhould not vary, that a 
| ſtrict compariſon might be made between 
one pariſh and another. A greater ſimilatity 
ſhould be preſerved between the form for 
ceſſes and taxes, than is at preſent” in uſe. 
Aſſeſſments ſhould be united and collected 
half yearly, like taxes; and the times ſhould 
be ſo ſtated that a public demand might be 
made on or about each quarter-day in 
the year. A perſon would then know the 
time hen parochial rates, as well as nati- 
onal, became due, and would receive an ac- 
count of each, as regularly as he Souls 2 
tradeſman s bill. 


If che ſurname of each contributor were 
placed in alphabetical order, with proper 
references to each volume, it would preſerve 
a more punctual exactnefs - and experience | 
has, in -a few inſtances, ' demonſtrated its 
advantages by an accumulation of the ſums | 
received. 
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received. Columns with titles at the head 
of each page, and a conjunction of all the 
4 demands have been found to add conſidera- 
bly to the regularity of the plan; and it 
might be in many reſpects uſeful to notify 
each perſon's profeſſion, diſtinction, or oc- 
cupation. It has been alſo recommended to 
have a liſt of ſuch inhabitants, as had not 
been included i in the collectors books; for 
by ſuch a check, many omiſſions have been 
diſcovered, and chargeable alterations have 
been more readily detected. I do not know ). 
that it has been at any place cuſtomary 
to deliver to each contributor a bill of the 
public demands due from him, but ſuch a 
ſcheme would afford a ſatisfactory record, 
would create additional attention in the 
officer, and render payments more exact. 
Before the books for the enſuing year were 
written, the greateſt pains ſhould be be- 
ſtowed in ſettling arrears and changes in 
premiſes. All officers concerned in receiv- 
ng money, ſhould be prohibited from be- 
ing. 
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ing, at the ſame time, employed in the ex- 
penditure. A treaſurer ſnould be appointed 
to receive all parochial, as well as national 
payments, that no inconvenience might 
ariſe from balancing the accounts of officers 
at different ſeaſons. If the trouble of thoſe 


who officiate was diminiſhed, and the money 
paid to them by a treaſurer, greater economy 


might be expected. I am inclined to think, 


that the management of taxes and pariſh 
rates'might' become as regular as the buſi- 
neſs of the exciſe and poſt offices; and could 
ſuch regularity be obtained, the prodigious 
augmentation of revenue, and the equitable 


| principles upon which it would be procured, | 


| feem to merit the greateſt attention. It 
might not perhaps be difficult to point out 
that claſs of perſons, which has at preſent 
undue advantage, but I ſhould rather wiſh 


that ſuch information ſhould not be conjec- 


tural, ſince full proof would accrue from a 
publication of all the forms now. in uſe. 
Abuſes, or mifapplicari6n of public money, 
e 123 * 5 would 
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would then openly appear, and an expoſure 
of defaulters might prevent quent 
| failures. | 


Exactneſs in regulating forms for the in- 
come would of courſe create ſtricter atten- 
tion to uniformity in thoſe for the expendi- 
ture. The variations in one have been nearly 
as numerous as in the other ; and ſince many 
| improvements might be ſelected for general 

uſe, a publication of every method would 

ſuggeſt a ſatisfactory model. A book for 
each department, with: proper titles, ſhould 
be agreed on, which might beuſed through- 
out the Realm. Correſponding journals of 
ſimilar receptacles of this kind would ſoon 
dictate the beſt management, as well as pre- 
ſerye a permanent attention in the directors, 
if not FI more regular conduct in the inhabit- 
ants. The beſt manner of conducting a poor- 
houſe or goal would be no longer conjec- 
0 tural, but proved by a diary of indubitable 


tas... F here are many journals now pre- 
| ler ved 
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ſerved at public buildings, the communica- 


tion and general introduction of which would 
do credit to the nation. A rectitude in the 


management of all public concerns would | 


produce more cheerful contributions, would 
diminiſh the toil of conductors, and incon- 
ceivably advance the R 
: R 
Should it be needful to elucidate the-be- 
neficial effects of ſuch inquiries,” and to en- 
courage others to be vigilant in attaining 
further improvements in public tranſactions, 


let us reflect upon the immethodical ſtate of 


priſons, and the ſalutary effects which are 


daily accumulating from the unwearied in- 


duſtry of an individual. Were any one to 


inveſtigate the ſtate of other public concerns 


with the ſame ardour and aſſiduity exerted 


by the ever memorable and indefatigable Mr. 


Howard, inn umerable advantages might be 
expected to reſult from ſuch an inquiry. It 


is highly worthy of obſervation, that the 
happy conſequences of ſuch diligence may be 
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ina great meaſure imputed to, bringing into 

public and open view, what had been previ- 
ouſly hidden. By the introduction of clean- 
lineſs and air, theſe edifices continue no lon - 
ger ſecluded from the /yiſits of ſuch as may 
ſoggeſt further amendment. Is it not Pro- 
bable, that a preſervation: of the health of 
priſoners may render confinement a ſeyerer 
puniſhment, by — their inclination 
for liberty? FO 


T Tt 8 at ns, 1 every „ 
nd. by whom committed, the exact dimen- 
ſions and other marks to render the deſcrip · 
; tion of the perſon accurate, the names, crime, 
behaviour, labour, trial and by whom, ſen- 
tence, execution, reſpite, diſcharge, with a 
ſpace for other miſcellaneous occurrences, 
have all been regularly enrolled. Equal re- 
gard has been alſo paid to contrivances for 
the ſafety, health and comfort, as well as 3; 
ſtricter attention to the conduct of the cri- | 
minals. Such regularity cannot fail to excite 
wi | ine 
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the vigilance of directors, if not improve the | 


morals of malefactors. It is however 


{till worthy of notice, that ſuch judicious re- 
gulations have not hitherto been univerſally 
diffuſed. To render this beneficial practice 


univerſal, all ſuch proceedings ſhould be 


conſtantly regiſtered at ſome public office ; 
and where no diſadvantage might be expect 


ed, a publication of all the methods in uſe 


ſhould be communicated, or a elected mo- 


dification: enjoined, 7 he idea of a priſon 
being erected by felons, or any utility to be 


derived from their admeaſurement, would, a 
few.years ago, have been ridiculed. 

An annual report of all perſons aſſiſted or 
ſupported by any public fund or contributi- 
ons, their time of receiving ſuch benefit, their 
behaviour, labour, ſtate of health, and other 
adventitious incidents, would be of the 


greateſt importance. If a minute detail and 
exact deſcription of all ſuſpicious itinerants 
and vagrants were with great regularity re- 
corded, | 
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corded, a liſt of moſt of the principal offend- 
ers in the kingdom might gradually be pro- 
cured. Crimes are more generally commit- 
ted by ſtrangers or inmates, and itinerant 
traders are often the cauſe of great diſturb- 
ances, ſome reſtrictions reſpecting them ſeem . 
to be therefore adviſeable. If a ſoldier be 
permitted to leave the ſervice, he is under 
| the neceſſity of having in his conſtant poſſeſ- 
ſion a certificate of his diſcharge ; nor would 
it ſeem leſs uſeful for every culprit to be un- ; 
der equal obligation to carry 4 ſimilar pro- 
tection, containing all the circumſtances 
zudged requiſite to expreſs, and particularly 
the place of ſuture reſidence, with an ater 
for every removal to be certified by ſome pe- 
culiar permiſſion. A frequent communica- 
tion of ſuch tranſactions between each county 
would effeQually control the illuſion at pre- 
ſent depending upon changes in the place of 
abode, if not ſupply Government witli a 

more ready method of procuring aſſiſtance 
in times of emergency. 4 
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If the greateſt advantages have reſulted 
from a ſtrict examination and orderly ma- 
nagement of places of confinement, what ad- 
ditional benefits might we not expect from a 
ſimilar proſecution of other public concerns? 
Some may perhaps think that too much 


freedom has been uſed in the diſcuſſion of 
the preceding topics. An idea of the im- 


morality of the preſent age having partly 
originated in a defect of public i integrity, 
may, I frankly confeſs, hive led me into un- 


guarded expreſſions: but ſince equal Pains 


have been taken to inveſtigate the ex- 
cellencies | as the imperfections, and ſince 
all perſonality, or reflexions upon any par- 
ticular place, have been ſtudiouſly avoided; 
I hope it will be found that the rule of in- 
quiry has been as impartial as the regulati- 
ons e 


1 The NEED ſtate of thoſe, whoſe cauſe 
is attempted to be pleaded under the firſt ge- 
neral head, would alone apologiſe for an 

earneſt 
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earneſt exertion to procure them all poſſible 
relief; eſpecially when it is conſidered, that 
thoſe entruſted with the care of their offspring 
have been found ſo negligent of their birth- 


"PF _ 


Hit the ; cond head it may be/ obſerved, 
ah as this country has been renowned for 
its unbounded liberality, none ſhould excel 
it in affording the moſt declaratory proofs: of 
an indiſputable and confidential difelurge of _ 
all ſuch corn _—_ | 851 | 
; 1 he W 4050 of abi ue has 
been compared to a diſtemper; the ſymp- 
toms and cauſes have been traced, a method 
of cure pointed out, and W r th a 
practical caſe. | 


The general tenor of this diſquiſi tion has 
been intended to prove, that errors in public 
affairs may frequently be attributed to the 


ſeeluded manner in ä have been con- 
Os ducted 3 


4. 
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ducted ; and of courſe to intimate the bene- 
ficial conſequences of a more open and uni- 
form management, For the deſign of theſe 
imperfect hints, I muſt beg leave to requeſt 
my reader to recur to the introduction. Let 
ſuch, who think any reformation needleſs, ; 
recogniſe the miſchievous conſequences of 
irregularity in public tranſactions, and the 
important advantages of uniformity and, if 
I am not much miſtaken, they will readily 
"change their ſentiments. 
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